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PREFACE 


HESE readings have little claim to appear 

in print beyond the fact that they were 

written for real men, and deal with actual 

experiences in the life of the soldier and the 
working-man. 

_In these strenuous days, religion before all 
things must be practical. It must be such as 
to really meet the needs of that daily life 
which has its difficulties for all; and its special 
difficulties for the soldiers returned to civil life 
amongst whom the writer works, and for whom 
this book is primarily intended. 

If it brings home to a few the great truth 
that only in whole-hearted enlistment in the 
service of God lies true manliness and true 
happiness, it will not have been written quite 
in vain. 

AMY DEBENHAM. 
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INTRODUCTION 


ISS AMY DEBENHAM has asked me 
to say a few words of introduction 
to this helpful book of readings. There was 
no occasion for this, for her last excellent book 
for soldiers will have won her already a place 
in the hearts of those who have read it. I 
am glad, however, to have this opportunity 
of saying that I think these new readings are 
as good as the last, and this is high praise. 
The writer has the comparatively rare gift of 
being able to put herself in the place of the 
soldier to whom she is ministering, and then 
of saying the kind of things he wants to hear. 
Those visiting the Soldiers’ Homes and Hos- 
pitals will have recognized at once that their 
ability to help and comfort necessarily de- 
pended on some experience of the soldiers’ 
life, and they have possibly had none; it 
was difficult then to give their message in an 
attractive way. This book will get over 
their difficulty. 


xii INTRODUCTION 


Miss Amy Debenham has had a long and 
wide experience of the soldier, and evidently 
feels not merely a respect for his high calling, 
but a very real and affectionate sympathy 
for the man beneath the red coat. And with 
this is combined a clear knowledge of God 
and the mysteries He has provided as the 
means of our salvation. So the message is 
strong as well as sympathetic, forcible as well 
as interesting, plain as well as uplifting. And 
the particular lessons the readings enforce are 
just those most necessary to be taken to heart. 
“On Guard,’ ‘Endurance,’ “‘ Purity of 
Heart,” “ Tribulation,” ‘‘ Companions of the 
Master,” are excellent subjects for a man who 
is forced to lie quiet to think over. 

They would also serve well for all who, 
from time to time, are obliged to give addresses 
to soldiers, being natural and simple without 
that forced attitude which the man, who is 
suddenly called upon to speak to soldiers, 
often assumes. 

The men are quick to recognize the right 
note when they hear it. I hope, therefore, 
the book may be widely used. 
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ON GUARD 


“Watch ye, therefore, for ye know not what hour 
your Lord doth come.’’—St. Matthew xxiv. 42. 


“Quit you like men, be strong.”—1 Corinthians 
Taig 


HIS reading is about soldiers, but not 
about fighting. Fighting is only one 
of the soldier’s duties, and one which does not 
come into the service of some soldiers at all. 
But every soldier knows what it is to be “‘ on 
guard.” Young soldiers find it a very trying 
duty. Even old soldiers who are used to it 
would tell you that, in bad weather and under 
certain conditions, guard and sentry duties 
are somewhat arduous, though to outsiders 
they may appear very much like doing nothing. 
But watchfulness, wakefulness, readiness, are 
by no means doing nothing, as the soldier 
knows. 
And so I want you to think how every 
Christian soldier is ‘‘on guard”’ in this life, 
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and how much watchfulness and courage and 
self-denial is required of him for this duty. 

We are so apt to forget our responsibilities 
as Christian soldiers. We think our place in 
the world is only a small one, and that it does 
not matter much how we fill it. 

We are like the servant in the parable, who 
only had one talent to use for his Master. 
We know the story of how he behaved. Whilst 
the other servants used their talents, and had 
something to show when their Lord returned 
for the trust He had placed in them, the 
servant with one talent neglected it, was 
slothful and sulky, and disappointed his 
Master entirely. 

If a soldier on guard were to have no sense 
of his responsibility, were to neglect his duty 
—what would be the result? You know so 
well that it is not necessary for me to answer 
the question. Surely we ought to realize no 
less our responsibility as soldiers in Christ’s 
Army. 

T-think-wé thay-say..that,..as.suelts we have 
three things to guard—God’s honour,—God’s 

roperty, and God’s truth. 
~ First God’s honour. How often men fail 
in this! How constantly we hear God’s 
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Name, as it were, dragged in the dust. Swear- 
ing on a heb that people often 
use nguage without realizing that they 
are sinning against God. Bad words come 
to their lips so naturally that they do not 
even think about their meaning; and the 
man who does not use them becomes sometimes 
an object of surprise, if not ridicule, amongst 
his mates. 

Nevertheless, the true soldier of Christ 
must brave this, for he is on guard for the 
honour of his King, If he is afraid to stand 
alone in leaving words out of his talk, he 
is failing in his duty. If it is noticed, so much 


the better. > 

eta see that he is not ashamed to show 
his colours. If he stands firm, they will in 
time grow to respect him for it; for deep 
down in the heart of the greatest blackguard 
there is generally admiration for a brave man, 
who will stick to what is right, come what af 
may. 

It is the same when men speak jeeringly 
and disparagingly about God, and about holy 
things. You know how ee! it makes a 
soldier to hear the Service “run down”; 
how ready he is to stand up for it, and to show 
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he is not ashamed of his uniform. Even so 
the Christian soldier must not let any part 
of his service be dishonoured. When he 
hears it held up to ridicule, he must show he 
disapproves, not join in the laugh so as to 
escape notice. How many a man has stood 
by and heard a comrade jeered at for his 
religion, when all the while he respected and 
agreed with him, but had not the moral 
courage to stand by him against the majority ! 

Above all, if the Christian soldier wishes to 
guard his Master’s honour, he must strive to 
live up to his profession. You know how 
ready people are, if one soldier misconducts 
himself, to believe that the whole Army is 
like him. How many a person who happens 
to have seen one or two men in uniform the 
worse for drink, seems to think that the whole 
Army is composed of drunkards. We have 
heard, too, of employers who, because they 
had one bad experience of a Service-man, 
were narrow enough to say that in future ‘‘ no 
soldiers need apply.” 

Well, we know that the cure for all this is 
in the soldier’s own hands. He must live it 
down by his own conduct, as he 7s doing in 
most cases now; and make the civilian world 
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believe the best, and not the worst, of the 
Service to which he belongs or has belonged. 

And just in the same way, it is of no use 
for the soldier of Christ to profess what he 
does not practise. People who don’t care 
about religion are ready enough to pick holes 
in those who do. If we are on guard for the 
honour of our King, we must uphold His 
Standard in our own lives. 

You know how it is in the Army. The 
really religious man, who carries his profession 
into his life, who is a good, clean, smart soldier 
as well as a man who says his prayers and 
reads his Bible—you know what an influence 
that man gains, after a while, with his com- 
rades; whilst the man who is all cant, and 
does not act up to his professed godliness, 
does far more harm than good to the cause 
of religion. If we are on guard for God’s 
honour, if we are to keep it safe from harm, 
above all we must be real. 

Secondly, we are on guard for God’s property. a 
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hurch,,.as@yowware, these words, Me 


bought with a price, ye are not four own.” 
Whatdid he mean by that ?.That Jesus Christ 
had diet, for them, 4 t the Cross traced on 
their browSsin-Baptism reminded them what 
‘ ef&paid to bring them into the 
Ghtitch—God’s Famitly=G6d’s°A ry: 
A soldier in the King’s Army is not his own. 
He has to go where he is ordered and stay 
where he is stationed. And more than this. 
Not long ago one of our great generals pointed 
out in an address to the troops in India that 
men who do not try to keep themselves fit 
for service—efficient soldiers, as we call it— 
by clean temperate lives, are defrauding the 
Service they have enlisted in. Every con- 
scientious soldier, he said, should look at the 
question in that light. 
~Even so thé Christian soldier, who belongs 
to God, must try to be, in body and soul, an 
efficient member of the Service of the King of 
kings. In the words of the good old Church 
Catechism, he must ‘“‘ keep his body in temper- 
\__ance, soberness, and chastity.”’ 
A man who gives way to drink, still more 
to immorality, is abusing God’s property. 
His body, says St. Paul, is the temple of the 
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Holy Ghost. He is defiling that temple, he 
is debasing the Image of God in which he was 
made. 

And then there is another part of God’s 
property which we must not forget. ‘Am I 
my brother’s keeper? ’’ asked Cain, the first 
murderer, when God found him out in his sin, 
and he tried to hide it and shirk his responsi- 
bility. We are all, in a sense, our brother’s 
keeper. God expects us to protect those who 
are younger and weaker than ourselves. 

Surely I need not dwell much on this part 
of the Christian duty, since I am speaking to 
men who have been soldiers. How can I 
have lived amongst them all these years, and 
not know what true gentlemen they are, how 
chivalrous and noble-minded towards women ; 
how gentle to the weak, how tender with the 
sick, how kind and unselfish to the comrade 
who needs their help. 

But the devil is still in the world; and he 
tries to tempt men away from their real best 
selves, to make them forget their honour and 
their trust. And so it comes about that even 
such men asI have described are taken unawares, 
and led into sin of which they must afterwards 
bitterly repent. If ever such temptation 
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comes to any man who reads this book, let 
him remember that he is on guard. He must 
not, through one moment’s consent to wrong 
doing, injure God’s property—himself and 
another—by an unworthy act. 

And then as regards children. You remem- 
ber how our Lord Jesus Christ called a little 
child to Him one day, and told those standing 
round Him that nothing would be worse, 
nothing could offend Him more, than to harm 
a child like that. 

He put the children, by those words, under 
your protection; you have to guard them for 
Him. 

All good soldiers love children. Some of 
you have children of your own; some have 
little brothers and sisters, little nieces and 
nephews ; and you know well that you would 
rather die than see one of them ill-treated. 
But you must remember that you are on 
guard for their souls as well as their bodies ; 
you must shield them from seeing bad sights 
and from hearing bad words. And, for your 
own children, those for whom you are most 
of all responsible, you must see that they are 
trained in God’s Faith and Fear, and armed 
for the battle of life as they should be. 
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Once more, you are your “‘ brother’s keeper ”’ 
in the case of younger men and lads. It is for 
you, when you have opportunity, to guard 
them from temptation, to give the timely 
warning when you see them being led astray, 
and to cry Shame on the tempter. 

Lastly, yeu are on guard for God’s truth. 
A man can hardly mix among¥t other men 
nowadays without hearing God’s truth assailed. 
There is a certain amount of unbelief; but 
perhaps less unbelief than carelessness and 
indifference that takes the form of unbelieving 
and even blasphemous talk. Men who like to 
be independent of religion themselves, who 
don’t want to be bound by its laws, who find 
their own way more convenient than God’s 
way, sometimes profess to be unbelievers. 
They are not honest unbelievers, but it suits 
them to talk unbelief; and they do their best 
to argue or laugh other men into the same 
way of thinking. Now against this kind of 
thing you” must be on guard. You must not 
be ashamed to speak your word for God’s 
truth. 

One of my friends told me, that after listen- 
ing to such talk one day at his work, he spoke 
up and said— 
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“ Yes, that’s all very well now; but when 
you are dying, looking death close in the face, 
will you and can you think or speak such 
things ? ”’ 

Then he told them that a few months ago 
he had been through a critical illness, and 
that he spoke from experience about what a 
man feels at such a time, namely, that there 
are only two things in the world to hold on 
to, the Love of God and the Cross of Jesus 
Christ. 

It was a brave and practical defence, because 
it was personal; and I don’t think those 
assailants of the truth have talked so much 
since in the same strain, at any rate not 
when that particular soldier of Christ is on 
guard. 

That wide movement calling itself Socialism, 
though it had at the outset so many good 
and true aims, is now, as you know, sailing 
dangerously near the shoals of unbelief; in 
many cases it is directly attacking Christianity. 

The teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
with its respect for authority, and its promise 
of perfect happiness hereafter, but not here, 
does not fit in with the Socialist ideas; so it 
is swept aside, and we find the old ground cut 
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away from under our feet. And the danger 
is all the greater because Socialism calls itself 
the friend of the working man, and the cham- 
pion of the poor. Truly, if it gives him the 
whole world and takes away his God, it will 
prove to be his most deadly enemy. 

The soldier of Christ must stand on guard 
here to the very last. 

There are other attacks of which you must 
beware. You are on guard for the whole truth, 
and you must not give up one detail of it. 

From the earliest days, God’s Church has 
had to watch carefully against mistakes and 
falsehood creeping in, and taking away from 
or adding to the great truths He has given 
us to keep and to hold fast. 

“Hold fast the form of sound words,” said 
St. Paul, in his last charge to the young bishop 
to whom he himself had taught the truth. 
By that he meant—“ Stick to your belief, the 
Creed you have learned to say in Church; 
don’t let one sentence of the ‘I believe’ be 
done away with or altered.” 

A new teaching came forward a short time 
ago, containing some dangerous ideas about 
God and our duty. It would seem to imply 
that doing wrong does not so very much matter, 
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as it is a natural thing, and will turn into 
good by and by. 

It is easy to see how quickly men would go 
wrong if these ideas gained ground amongst 
them. If right and wrong are not to be called 
by their true names, we shall soon lose our 
moral balance altogether. And, moreover, if 
we gloss over the horrors of sin, we come near 
to denying the necessity of that great Sacrifice 
that saved us from our sins, and is the central 
point of our Christian belief. 

Quite a large number of people do not believe 
that sacrifice was necessary, and they deny 
that the Son of God became man, only allow- 
ing that a good man named Jesus once Lved 
on earth. But Who He was and what He 
did for mankind they have lost sight of alto- 
gether. Now all this is to strike away the 
very foundations of God’s truth, which is 
rooted and built up on the fact that Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, became man, and 
lived and died to save us. 

Well, then, we are on guard for God’s truth, 
even against those who mean well and are 
mistaken. 

Every Christian is sure to have an oppor- 
tunity, sooner or later, of standing up for it. 
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And the more we know about it, the better 
up we are in what we do believe, as contained 
in the Bible and the Prayer Book, the more 
useful and efficient soldiers we shall be when 
on guard for God’s truth. 

Faithful soldiers—that is what we should 
all like our Leader to call us at the last. 

British soldiers on guard must not, as you 
know, remove their equipment. They must 
all be ready to “turn out’ at a moment’s 
notice, if the commanding officer appears. 

And in the future of Christian soldiers, 
nothing is more certain than that such a 
moment will come to each one of us. If you 
want to be ready for it then, be watchful now. 

Whether it be God’s honour, or property, 
or truth, that is at stake, stand fast—in the 
face of jeers and laughter, or temptation to 
do wrong, or the cold shoulder from your 
friends, or whatever it may be. 

May God who placed you on guard, help 
you all to be faithful soldiers. 


ENDURANCE 


‘‘ Remember the word that I said unto you, The ser- 
vant is not greater than his Lord.”’—St. John xv. 20. 


‘‘ Thou, therefore, endure hardness, as a good sol- 
dier of Jesus Christ.’”—2 Timothy ii. 3. 


HAVE put together two texts that bear 
upon the same subject. The first was 
spoken by our Lord Jesus Christ Himself. He 
was nearing the end of His life on earth; and, 
as He looked steadfastly onwards to the Cross 
and suffering that awaited Him, He spoke thus 
to His disciples. He was warning them not to 
expect, any more than their Master, to lead an 
easy life, if they were to be His true followers, 
He was teaching them, in that farewell talk of 
His, that comes down to us through the ages 
with just the same tenderness and reality as on 
the day He spoke it, that the way marked out 
both for Him and for them was the way of the 
Cross. 
The other words were spoken by St. Paul, 
14 
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that faithful soldier of Jesus Christ, who en- 

dured so much hardness in his Master’s service. 

He was speaking to Timothy, his young friend 

and pupil, who had been called to a post of 

leadership in the Church; and who was, as it 
were, just going forth on the active service of 

his Christian life, as St. Paul was preparing to 

lay down his arms at the end of his, and look- 

ing forward to rest and reward. 

And so I want you to think about two laws 
of the Christian life ; two standing orders, we 
might call them, in God’s Army—Endurance 
and Sacrifice. 

There is, as perhaps you know, a certain class 
of people nowadays who would like to sweep 
these words out of our language altogether ; 
who seem to think that a smooth, easy, luxurious 
life is the one to be aimed at, and that the pain- 
ful and difficult part of our lives—that part 
which St. Paul calls “ hardness ’’—ought not 
to be there at all. Believe me, if that happens, 
the chief force that goes to form character in 
this world will be lost. 

Has it not always beenso? What do we 
read in the earliest chapters of the Bible? 
That God called Abraham, because He had a 
great purpose in view for him. He was to be 
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the father of God’s chosen people, who were 
to become a great nation, and the guardians 
of God’s Law. Many years later, when the 
time was ripe, the Saviour of the world was 
to be born amongst them, and thus, from them, 
the message of salvation was to go out into 
all the world. 

For this purpose Abraham was called. 
Just as sometimes now God’s call comes to 
men, to leave home and kindred for His sake ; 
so Abraham was bidden to go out into an 
unknown land, to be a stranger and a pilgrim. 
Through “enduring hardness,’”’ he became fit 
to be the “ father of the faithful,’ and he grew 
into so strong and grand a character that he 
has been honoured by the title of ‘‘ the friend 
of God.” 

Take any other hero of the Bible. Jacob, 
driven out of house and home, travelling long 
weary journeys, sleeping on stones for his 
pillow, toiling for years in a strange land, and 
even in his old age with trouble and anxiety 
for his daily companions. 

And yet what does God say about him ? 
“Jacob I have loved.” His trials strength- 
ened his character, and made him more 
pleasing to God. 
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Then again David, the greatest of the kings, 
the sweet singer of Israel, whose psalms are 
still the daily hymns of our Church, and the 
help and comfort of thousands of individual 
Christians. What sort of life was his? A 
shepherd boy amongst the hills of Judea— 
lying out all night on the bare ground, defend- 
ing his flock against the attacks of robbers 
and wild beasts—he too was prepared by 
hardship for his high calling. And after he 
became King, his life was still one of strife 
and warfare, hard and difficult almost to the 
last. 

And when we come to our Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself, the greatest Hero of the Bible and 
of all time, what do we find? 

‘“ Foxes have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay His head.” 

Born in a stable, cradled in a manger, 
working in a carpenter’s shop, travelling on 
foot from village to village, and at last enduring 
the agony and death of the Cross—can this 
really be the Son of God? Yes, for He came 
to share our manhood, to suffer and endure 
with us; and to show that, not in enjoying 


comfort and luxury, and growing rich in this 
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world’s goods, lies true greatness; but in 
doing and bearing God’s Will. And so He 
ruled out for us by His own example the 
two stern lines of the Christian life on earth 
—Endurance and Sacrifice. 

All through history the same thing is seen. 
It is not in the easy prosperous days, but in 
times of difficulty and trouble, that character 
shines out brightest. Thatis the testing time. 

Eleven years ago, at the beginning of the 
South African War, there came a time which 
has been called “the black week”’ for Eng- 
land. Our troops were suffering one reverse 
after another. British soldiers at the front 
were enduring hardships and wounds and 
death; British citizens at home the agonies 
of sorrow and anxiety; yet there was not 
even the consolation of knowing that all this 
was the price of victory. 

But one who has written the history of 
that time, uses these words—‘‘ Of all the 
gifts that God has given to Britain, there is 
none to compare with that time of sorrow.” 
For that was the time when the character of 
the nation was tested as perhaps it was never 
tested before. Selfishness and pride and 
vanity fled away before the great realities of 
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that “black week’; and Britain learned a 
lesson and perhaps taught other nations a 
lesson that will never be forgotten. 

And it is the same with individual lives as 
with the lives of nations. Has God ever 
spoken to you in the same way, if not by one 
trial, one call to endurance, by another ? 
Many men in these days have known what it 
is to be out of work. Three little words, but 
what do they spell to those who have experi- 
enced the real thing? Long weary tramps 
day after day, and disappointment at the end 
of them. Hoping against hope when you 
went out in the morning, coming back tired 
and disheartened in the evening, with only 
bad news to tell at home. And always that 
wearing anxiety about those you loved, that 
hurt you more than your own increasing weak- 
ness and hopelessness, though both those too 
were hard to bear. 

But, in spite of all this, if you took your 
trouble in the right way, you cannot deny 
that that time did something for you. I 
have seen men pass through it again and again ; 
and, though it may sound strange, the best 
men have then shown at their very best. All 
the courage and unselfishness and care for 
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others that was in them came out so strongly ; 
and, more than that, they were brought nearer 
toGod. The very fact that they were stripped 
of this world’s goods for a time, turned them 
back on Him and on the great realities. 

Was it not the same when you were on 
active service? I have heard an Army 
chaplain, who had once been a “ ranker,” 
say that not till one is on active service with 
the soldier, does one realize his true worth. 
It is amid hardships and dangers, facing death 
day by day, shoulder to shoulder with com- 
rades, that unselfishness and courage and 
trust shine out the brightest. 

It is the same with a long illness. Suffering 
is perhaps the strongest of all influences in 
forming character, and God’s strength is 
perhaps most often made perfect in bodily 
weakness. I have watched men many a time 
suffering terrible pain, and wondered to see 
how bright and clear their faith shone out ; 
and how, even then, they thought more about 
others than themselves. All the happiness 
and success and prosperity of a lifetime could 
not show anything so beautiful, or so like the 
character of the Master whose Cross they were 
sharing. And they came out of the furnace, 
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just as the silver ‘does, brightened and puri- 
fied. 

Even when we are not going through any 
special trial, I think the enduring of hardness 
day by day has its part in most of our lives. 
Long hours, hard work, going without a good 
many things you would like to have—this is 
without doubt the lot of the greater number 
of Englishmen of the present day. Times 
are none too good just now; employment is 
scarce, wages low, and the cost of living high. 
It certainly is not an age of luxury for the 
working man in our part of the country. 

No doubt there are times when you wish it 
were different, that your daily round of duty 
were a little easier, that there was more time 
and more money to be spent, not only on 
comforts, but on pleasures. But, after all, I 
believe that one of God’s best gifts to you is 
the daily call to endurance—the call to do, 
not the thing you /ike but the thing you ought. 
Charles Kingsley, one of the most manly of 
English writers, and a true friend of the work- 
ing man, once wrote some verses about the 
north-east wind. He said that, although 
the softer winds are most popular, and get all 
the praise, it is the north-east wind that 
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braces us up and makes us hardy. It is the 
wind, he says, “‘ that breeds hard Englishmen.” 

It is the same with the “ hardness” of our 
lives, such as I have tried to describe, and 
every other sort of “ hardness,’”’ that you have 
experienced yourselves, and seen or heard of 
in the lives of others. It prevents us from 
getting soft and selfish and slack. It braces 
up our characters, as the north-east wind 
braces up our constitutions. 

And so when you hear people talk about an 
easy life for every one, riches equally divided, 
and the injustice of the grinding life you are 
living now; remember that the Christian aim 
is a higher one than is contained in that sort 
of teaching. To follow in the Great Master’s 
footsteps, to suffer hardness as a good soldier 
of Jesus Christ, to grow stronger to bear your- 
self, and so stronger to help others; that is 
a better thing, a more worthy goal, than a 
high wage, an easy berth, a luxurious home 
and plenty to eat and drink. 

For, you see, we Christian soldiers are look- 
ing for a better reward. There will be an 
end to the journey, a rest after the battle, 
when we shall cast down our weapons at the 
feet of the Lord of Hosts. It is then, not 
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now, that we look for the perfect peace and 
happiness for which we all have the right to 
wish. Jesus Christ never promised them to 
us here. “In the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world.” 

That was His promise, and that is our hope. 
Then and there, you will have at last the chance 
of fully developing those powers of mind and 
body that your position here would not allow 
you to do. There, be sure, we shall all have 
our rights ; because God only can judge about 
and arrange such things perfectly—and He 
will be all in all. 


SACRIFICE 


“Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground 
and die, it beareth no fruit, but if it die, it beareth 
much fruit.”—St. John xii. 24. 


N the last chapter we talked about endur- 
ance, and how it helps to form our 
character, and to make us more like Jesus 
Christ. Let us now speak about another 
standing order of the Christian Army—sacri- 
fice. You know what sacrifice means—giving 
something up—just the opposite of getting 
something ; and yet, to get all they can seems 
to be the main object of many people’s lives. 
We hear the word sacrifice first of all in the 
Old Testament, when God’s people used to 
offer up sacrifice to Him. 

Sometimes it was a bull, sometimes a goat, 
sometimes a lamb; but always it was the 
best of the flock, ‘‘ without blemish’’ as the 
Bible says, so that it really cost them some- 
thing to part with it. 
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This sacrifice was burned on an altar built 
of stones; and its smoke rose up, together 
with the prayers of the people, towards heaven. 

You ask what good all this could do, and 
the answer is that only by the sacrifice of 
something costly could the sins of men be 
forgiven. Not that the burning of bulls and 
lambs could really help in this way; but it 
was a sort of prophecy, pointing on to the 
Great Sacrifice that was going to be offered 
once for all for the sins of the whole world, in 
the death of Jesus Christ upon the Cross. 
And when, many years later, that great Sacri- 
fice was offered, it was offered once for all. 
All the other sacrifices were now unnecessary, 
so they came to an end. 

But there is still the unchanging law of 
Sacrifice in the Christian life. 

On the Cross of Calvary Jesus Christ won 
for us the pardon of our sins and an entrance 
into God’s family the Church here, and into 
His Kingdom in Heaven hereafter. 

At their baptism, Christians are made 
possessors of great privileges which we have 
not time to talk about now, but which were 
all won for us by that Great Sacrifice of God’s 
Only Son, the Saviour of the World, on the 
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Cross. And don’t you think it is natural 
that something should be asked of us in 
return ? that in the Christian life there should 
be a certain amount of sacrifice? You know 
how it is in the affairs of this world. We 
expect to pay a price for everything, and the 
things we get cheap are not the things best 
worth having. 

The cheap article does not last so long as 
the dearer one; the Club in which you pay a 
low premium does not offer the same advan- 
tages nor give you the same satisfaction as 
the more expensive and sounder one. I think 
the same law holds good in every life and all 
through our lives. A selfish life, a life in 
which there is no giving up, is not a happy 
life, nor yet a really successful life. 

Have you not found, every time you took 
a step in life to better yourself, that it meant 
sacrifice—giving up something—on your part ? 

When you left school and went to work 
first, you felt you were going a step forward, 
but you had nevertheless to give up your long 
play hours, and to conform to the rules of 
the place where you worked—to study your 
employer’s wishes instead of your own. It 
was the same when you enlisted in the Army. 
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You obtained many advantages; you entered 
on one of the noblest and most manly of 
professions ; but you gave up your whole self 
to your Country’s service; you promised to 
obey her call wherever it led you. It is the 
same in entering on married life. Together 
with the happiness of being loved and cherished 
by a good woman, and having what many a 
man longs for—a home of your own, you had 
to face a good deal of sacrifice as well. There 
is giving as well as taking in all happy married 
life. There is the shouldering of a heavy 
responsibility. You could no longer live for 
self; others would claim your energies, your 
thought, your care. If you were to be a good 
husband and father, the interests and needs 
of your wife and children would be your first 
consideration. 

You see it is a rule of necessity running all 
through our human experience—this law of 
sacrifice, just as much ofa law as that smoke 
rises in the air, or that a weight falls to the 
ground. 

And so I think we ought to look at it all 
from the highest standpoint; we ought to 
try to realize that in the daily sacrifice of our 
own will and our own pleasure, we are treading 
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in the Footsteps of our Master, Who pleased 
not Himself, Who came not to be ministered 
to, which means “ not to be waited on,” but 
to minister—to wait upon others. 

“ The servant is not above his Lord.” 

We cannot expect to please ourselves if 
Christ did not. We cannot lead a selfish life 
when our Lord’s Life was one long story of 
unselfishness from beginning to end. And I 
don’t think we shall wish it, if our object is 
to be His true soldiers, to follow Him as close 
as possible through the fight. After all, the 
post of honour is nearest the Leader. We 
don’t want to be non-combatants waiting 
behind the lines, when He has gone on ahead 
and is leading the charge. And there are 
one or two points to remember about this 
law of sacrifice that will, I think, help us 
sometimes. 

One of them is that God asks of different 
people different kinds of sacrifice; and that 
all sorts are equally pleasing to Him if they 
are offered in the right spirit. 

Sometimes it is the sacrifice of money. A 
man gives out of his hard earned savings to 
help a comrade who is ill, or out of work, or 
in some way worse off than himself. Or he 
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makes an allowance to an aged parent, which 
he can ill afford to do. This it may be said, 
is nothing more than a duty, and that is quite 
true. Yet many a duty also means sacrifice, 
and God accepts it as such. Or perhaps you 
are asked to sacrifice your time, the few hours 
of leisure when your working day is done, to 
help in some work of the Church—a Club or 
Institute, or something in connection with 
the Church of England’s Men’s Society. Or 
perhaps there is a sick man who likes you to 
go and see him either in his own home or in 
hospital, and to whom your visits are one 
of the bright spots in the dull week. 

Amongst my soldier friends, for whom I 
am writing this, I see many and many instances 
of men who have been called to sacrifice 
health—that greatest of earthly possessions, 
in their country’s service. If this is so with 
you, you indeed know what the word sacrifice 
means. 

To have the legacy of that war through 
which you served, or that tropical country 
you helped to garrison, always with you— 
that indeed is a heavier sacrifice than to die 
by a bullet in the thick of the fight. Never 
to feel really well, to have the old pain always 
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coming back, the old weakness always making 
itself felt, is a burden that only he who bears 
it and God who sees it borne, can know about. 

And yet, viewed in the right way, is it not 
an honourable calling? There are no bugles 
to blow, no cheer of comrades, no roar of 
battle, no excitement of a charge to help you 
through. But you can think how your sacri- 
fice has helped others; how, but for her 
soldiers’ sufferings, England could not be 
where she is now, prosperous and happy, and 
helping the countries she governs to be the 
same. Yes, and it is partly through her 
victories that the way has been cleared for the 
spread of Christianity; and for the light of 
God’s Truth to reach the dark corners of the 
earth. 

And this brings us to the other point I want 
you to notice about sacrifice, that we cannot 
always see the good of it at the time, nor 
must we expect to. 

The mills of God grind slowly, but ret: do 
their work at last. 

We make our sacrifice, of whatever kind i it 
be, and sometimes we feel it has been no good. 
The person you gave up something to help 
does not even thank you for it, and takes it 
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as a matter of course. The work for which 
you gave up your leisure time seems to get 
no farther forward, and you almost feel the 
hours spent on it were wasted. The country 
in whose service you gave your all, is forgetful 
and ungrateful, and leaves you in poverty and 
misery. 

Yes, but your sacrifice is not wasted. ‘‘ Ex- 
cept a grain of wheat fall into the ground and 
die, it beareth no fruit, but if it die, it beareth 
much fruit.” 

It is so all through God’s universe. The 
dead leaves, as they lie forgotten and unheeded, 
make the ground rich and fruitful for next 
Spring. The dry, dead-looking seed, buried 
in the ground, has in it the germ of life for 
next year’s harvest, and food for many mouths. 

So, Jdepend upon it, all the sacrifices, from 
the smallest to the greatest, made on this 
earth in the right spirit, will sooner or later 
bear their fruit. 

Do you remember how, at Talana Hill, 
when there was a check in the advance, General 
Penn Symons walked himself to the front 
line and urged the men on? Then, when 
he was hit, without letting them know it, he 
quietly turned and walked back, never making 
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a sign of pain until he had passed the last 
rank. A few minutes later, it was found that 
the wound was fatal, and that he would never 
lead his Army again. But the sacrifice he 
had made was not in vain; for the troops, 
not knowing they had lost their General, and 
encouraged by his action, were breasting the 
hill, and before long their cheers were sounding 
on its crest, and the enemy were in full retreat. 
But the soldiers had climbed to victory over 
the dead bodies of many of their comrades, 
whose lives, like their General’s, had not been 
wasted. Nor were those of the brave Guards 
men who strewed the slopes of Belmont, 
whilst their comrades charged on to storm the 
trenches they would never reach. 

Just lately we have seen another sacrifice 
of life—that of the brave policemen who died 
at the hands of desperate men whilst in the 
performance of their dangerous duty. 

But we have no right to speak or think of 
those lives as thrown away. They were 
given that other lives might be saved; they 
were given to show the world what price duty 
and loyalty can pay when the call comes. 

“Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends.’ 
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That was what Jesus Christ did; and no 
brave man asks for a higher example than His. 

The corn of wheat falls into the ground and 
dies; the individual makes his individual 
sacrifice, and perhaps sees no farther; but 
the fruit, blessed and prospered by God, will 
appear to enrich other men and other lands. 

And meantime the Disciple is not above 
his Master. 

His business is to accept the duty, to make 
the sacrifice in obedience to God’s Will, whether 
it be on the battle-field, or in the home, or 
the workshop, or on the sick bed. And be 
sure that sacrifice, whilst it helps other lives 
and goes to form the man’s own character, 
shall in no wise lose its reward. 


DAVID AND GOLIATH 


i Samuel xvii. 20-52. 


EXPECT there is not another story in 

the whole Bible that has more attrac- 

tion for men, and especially for Englishmen, 
than this. 

Even when you were a thoughtless, fidgety 
schoolboy, your teacher, if he or she were 
anything like a good teacher, could keep 
your attention fixed with the story of David 
and Goliath. 

And now you hear it again as a man, it 
has not lost its old interest. There is nothing 
we English admire more than courage shown 
in what British soldiers call a ‘“ tight corner,” 
a victory won against what we speak of as 
“long odds.” 

And so we love this old picture of the 
shepherd boy of Judea facing the big boastful 
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honest boyhood; unarmed, except for the 
shepherd’s sling that he trusted because he 
knew it. 

We can see the two hosts facing each other ; 
and the two champions, so unequal in size 
and strength, on whom every eye in those 
two great hosts was fixed. 

Like all these old Bible stories that we 
have known so long, yet which never grow 
old, it is all told simply; and because so 
simple, it is so real. 

The combat seems soon over; yet the 
hopes of the Army of Israel, low and wavering 
half an hour ago, are more than fulfilled. 
The boastful champion is dead, not by the 
hand of a mighty warrior, but of a lad from 
the sheepfold. The Philistines acknowledge 
themselves conquered; and from the ranks 
of God’s people there goes up that shout of 
victory that you, as a soldier, have perhaps 
heard, and that none who have heard it will 
ever forget. 

It is a noble story; and now I want you 
to think for a few minutes what it teaches 
us. What in it chiefly claims our notice? 

First, I think the youthful figure of David 
attracts us. There is something worthy of 
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admiration in mere bodily manhood, when 
it is active, athletic, ‘‘ sportsmanlike,”’ as 
we sometimes say—and all this the result 
of temperance, self-control, discipline and 
exercise. 

Those are the qualities that make good 
soldiers, and worthy British workmen. And 
then, too, we admire the fearless heart, that 
has no thought of danger or death, when 
God, Honour, Country and Duty are at 
stake. 

But there is something more in the story 
of David; something that might be wanting, 
that is wanting, in fact, in many a story of 
manly feats, and of unflinching courage in 
battle. Listen to the words that are the key- 
note of the whole thing, words that should 
be on every true man’s lips when he goes into 
battle in a righteous cause. 

“Thou comest to me with a sword, and 
with a spear and with a shield, but I come 
to thee in the name of the Lord of Hosts.” 

He was so absolutely confident—this slight, 
unarmed, inexperienced youth; so quiet, so 
calm, so strong—and why ? 

Because he had not a thought of his own 
strength, or courage, or cleverness. He was 
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looking for all three to the One Who had 
always helped him before, and Who alone 
was able to help him now; without Whose 
help and his own complete confidence in it, 
he would never have dreamed of coming 
forward as a champion at all. He would 
not have the King’s weapons, for he had not 
tried them. But he had tried the other sort 
of strength. He knew all about the weapons 
of Faith and Prayer, for they had been his 
constant companions, the very breath of 
his daily life, as he went about the duties 
of a shepherd. And now that the time had 
come for him to help his country and show 
God’s Power to a heathen race, he was all 
ready for the test. The Giant might boast ; 
the enemy might mock; his own people 
might think him foolish and mad ; but nothing 
mattered, for the Lord of Hosts was with 
him, and underneath him were the everlasting 
Arms. 

That is the noblest part of the story, and 
the part we may and must all have our share 
in. 

You very likely have been called or will 
be called to go forth as the champion of your 
country against an enemy—for such all our 
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soldiers are—and to face the ordeal of earthly 
fire. 

If so, as the champion of a Christian country, 
don’t forget that the British soldier must be 
good as well as brave, God-fearing as well as 
steady and obedient. 

But whether or not you have to do this, 
you are all soldiers in God’s Army, all bound 
to fight a good fight; not, as St. Paul says, 
against flesh and blood, but against all evil, 
both inside and outside yourselves. 

You know far better than I, what the 
enemies are that you have to fight. You 
know the old sins that try so hard to make 
you give in to them, that come out like the 
giant of old, boasting and bragging, and over- 
throw you so easily if you attempt to fight 
against them in your own strength. 

That temper that gets the better of you, 
that pride that makes you say and do things 
that would be better left unsaid and undone ; 
that weak giving in to other people’s opinion 
when you know you ought to show your 
true colours, and say what you think; that 
slackness about Church going or saying your 
prayers, that creeps upon you so gradually 
and gets a hold over you. Well, you all 
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know in what form the giant comes to you— 
different ways to different men; but there 
is only one way of meeting him, only one sort 
of fighting power that has been tried, and 
never found wanting. And you know what 
that is, for David has told you—‘I come 
to thee in the Name of the Lord of Hosts.” 

I have heard men say—‘“ I can keep straight 
if I like; I can say No when I choose; I’ve 
got a will of my own when I like to use it ;”’ 
and words of the same sort. “And then, 
when the temptation came, back they fell 
again, and why? Because they were trying 
to fight in their own strength instead of in 
God’s. They were neglecting prayer, Church 
going, Holy Communion—all the good well- 
tried weapons with which God arms His 
soldiers, and which He expects them to use. 
Believe me, you can no more expect victory 
under those conditions, than a General could 
expect it if he sent an army into the field 
without Artillery to cover its advance, or 
Cavalry to protect its flanks. 

There has lately been painted by an Eng- 
lish artist a beautiful picture of David, repre- 
senting him just at the moment he spoke 
those words. 
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He is not shown as some beautiful glorified 
saint, but just an ordinary boy, with a boy’s 
natural ease and activity, slinging his stone 
and preparing to aim—taking his sight, as 
you would call it. Only in his eyes is a 
wonderful light, the light that is born of 
faith in God, the only stuff of which real 
courage, or at any rate the best sort of courage 
is made. 

That light has shone in many and many 
a watrior’s eyes since the days of David. It 
was in the eyes of St. Alban, the first English 
martyr for the Christian faith, who died 1,200 
years ago, and whose name is remembered 
in the beautiful Abbey of St. Albans in Hert- 
fordshire. It must have shone in the eyes 
of General Gordon as he stood on the steps 
at Khartoum, to meet his death, like his 
Lord and Master, at the hands of the very 
men he had tried to help. That same joy, 
the joy of the Christian Warrior, must have 
been with many and many a brave man in 
later days—many of those 20,000 who laid 
down their lives in South Africa; and of 
many more, who went forth in the same 
strength, and, thank God, came home again 
safely. And the same calm confidence may 
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be ours in our daily war with sin—that war 
that will never end in this life. For God’s 
Arm is not shortened since the days of David. 
He can and He will help; and the less we 
trust to our own strength or cleverness, the 
more generous supply of His unfailing strength 
we can count on to the end. 


THE HEAVENLY VISION 


“And I saw a New Heaven and a New Earth.” — 
Revelation xxi. I. 


HE words come from the Book of the 

Revelation of St. John—the last Book 

in the Bible; which describes the wonderful 

visions of Heaven and of things to come, 
that God revealed to St. John in his old age. 

Of all our Lord’s Apostles, St. John was 
the one who entered most fully into the Mind 
and Teaching of his Master. He was what 
we call a spiritually-minded man, by which 
we mean a man who loves to think about 
the things of God, to whom it comes naturally 
to do so. 

Among the four stories of our Lord’s Life 
on earth, St. John’s Gospel has most in it. of 
deep, earnest teaching about the love of God; 
the Power of Jesus Christ, made Man, to draw 
us nearer to God; and the work of God the 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of men. 
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When the Prophet saw the four Evangelists, 
or writers of the Gospel, in a vision, St. John 
had the form of an eagle; because, just as 
the eagle takes high and strong flights, so 
the mind of St. John was always soaring 
heavenward. There is an old idea, too, that 
the eagle is the only living creature that can 
fix its eye upon the sun, and thus he is like 
the Apostle whose eyes grew accustomed to 
gazing on God’s glory in his heavenly visions. 

A great part of the Book of Revelations is 
past our understanding, and we shall not 
understand it until God at last reveals to us 
the ‘‘New Heaven, and New Earth wherein 
dwelleth Righteousness.” 

But I have chosen these words to speak 
to you about, because I want you to realize 
that the Heavenly Vision that gladdened the 
eyes of St. John may, in a way, be revealed 
to us too, if we only will look for it. 

You wonder how this can be, and I will 
try to show you. Come back with me more 
than nineteen hundred years ago to that 
Christmas night when our Lord Jesus Christ 
was born. You have often heard the story 
of that Birth; you have seen pictures of the 
Infant Christ cradled in the Manger. You 
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have heard the Christmas hymns and carols, 
telling of how the Son of God was born of 
poor parents in a lowly stable, because there 
was no room for them in the Inn. You have 
heard how the angels sang that night; and 
how the shepherds, watching their flocks, 
heard the song, and went to seek and to 
worship the Infant Saviour who had come to 
redeem the world. 

But have you ever quite realized what a 
change that night made in the world? that 
before then mankind was lost, and now is 
saved? that, when the Son of God took our 
nature upon Him and came to earth, the 
Light broke out for men that has never gone 
out since, and never will, unless we put it 
out by our own sin and unbelief. 

That night when the Angels sang their 
song of praise, and gave that good news to 
the shepherds, the Gates of Heaven were 
opened, and never since have they been shut. 
The hope—the happiness—the great Love of 
God, in short—was for each one and every one 
of us, and nothing can take it away. 

We are so apt to forget this in the bustle 
and hurry and grind and hardness of our every 
day life. We think about it as some long-ago 
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event, that does not concern us so very much. 
And so we miss the Heavenly Vision, and the 
world grows dark and cold for us. Sometimes 
we are reminded of it by hearing some favourite 
hymn, or a helpful sermon, or perhaps by 
some beautiful scene in Nature, of spring 
meadows or Autumn woods. And we remem- 
ber for half an hour that God is still above, 
that He loves us, and that He sent His Only 
Son to die for us. 

But then in comes the world again, crowding 
out the Heavenly Vision, and making us 
forget the good news that brought comfort 
and hope into our hearts. 

I want you to realize that it ought to be 
yours always. When St. John spoke of the 
New Heaven and New Earth, he was of course 
looking onwards to the second coming of Christ, 
when sin and sorrow and temptation shall 
be swept away for ever. But I am quite 
sure that the new heaven and earth had 
already begun for him. I am sure that, when 
God said to him, ‘“ Behold I make all things 
new,’ He was speaking of the present as well 
as the future; and that, with the first coming 
of Jesus Christ with His Message of salvation 
for all men, the New Heaven and Earth began 
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for us all, though they can never be perfectly 
fulfilled here. 

You know what a difference sunshine makes. 
You know how a country lane, beautiful in 
summer, loses half its charm on a foggy winter 
day, and you know too how a bright Spring 
day makes a dull commonplace sort of road 
look almost beautiful. Just so, faith in God, 
the thought of the love of Christ in coming 
to save us, and the hope of living with Him 
hereafter, lights up the world, shines into the 
darkest corners, and makes them bright. 

A day-labourer, “chained” as the poet 
says, “to the narrow round of duty,’ may 
go about his task rejoicing, because his eyes 
are fixed upon the Heavenly Vision. He knows, 
because his Bible tells him so, that God has 
called him by his Baptism, and has made him 
one of the family of the King of kings and an 
heir of heaven. 

And that God has called him too, to tell 
the good news to his fellow-men; and to 
show by loyalty to his Church, by acting up 
to his Christian profession in his daily life, 
that he is a true follower of the Master. 

In the knowledge of this high calling he is 
happy, in spite of his outwardly dull and 
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monotonous life—far happier than many a 
man whose worldly position may be better, 
but who has missed the knowledge of God, 
and the sight of the Heavenly Vision. 

The straight roads, the long rows of dirty 
yellow brick houses amongst which, perhaps, 
he lives, do not depress him or make him feel 
dull; for he has the Heavenly Vision to look 
at, and his high calling to think about. 

Many an invalid too, confined to the same 
four walls week after week and month after 
month, can be glad in the same thought. 
Sometimes it takes a long illness, an experience 
of pain and helplessness, to open a man’s eyes 
to the vision. Whilst he was well in health, 
he forgot it. But when life suddenly grew 
dark, and the things that used to occupy his 
attention were denied him; when a pause 
came in his life and he could no longer join 
in the work and pleasure of the world, his 
eyes were opened. He realized that there 
were great realities close to him, that he had 
neglected in his days of health and activity, 
and so his pain drew him nearer God. 

One of my soldier friends was ill for nearly 
two years, and for a time his eyesight became 
affected. But in spite of great pain and of 
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his clouded earthly sight, the Heavenly Vision 
seemed to grow clearer than before—clearer 
than in the days when he was marksman at 
the target, and the straightest bowler at 
cricket in the Brigade of Guards. For God 
had taught him through suffering to know 
Him better; the Light of lights was shining 
upon his soul, and making him glad with that 
joy that earth cannot give nor take away. 

Have you ever noticed, after a wild stormy 
day, how, as it nears sunset, a rift sometimes 
breaks in the clouds, and one gets a glimpse 
of brightness and beauty beyond? Gold and 
scarlet, and pale transparent blues and greens 
—truly a sight to make us wonder, and take 
our thoughts up to the Giver of all good and 
beauty! Even so the Heavenly Vision comes 
to us through the storms of trouble and sick- 
ness, all the brighter because of the darkness 
of the clouds that let it through. 

There is no denying that for some people 
this world is a very sad place, and for a great 
many more a rather dull monotonous place. 
There is a good deal of discontent about just 
now, a feeling that things ought to be better 
arranged, the good things of this world more 
evenly divided; and there are different 
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opinions as to how this can be done. Some 
think that with a new set of laws and a fresh 
form of government, everything might be 
put right, and life made pleasant and easy 
for everybody. 

But I believe the real secret of happiness— 
what the working world really wants, is a 
clearer sight of the Heavenly Vision. No 
new laws can create for men that secret happi- 
ness that has nothing to do with outward cir- 
cumstances—the happiness that comes from 
loving God and knowing that God loves us. 
No cleverly-devised scheme for the good of 
the people, no upheaval of our present system, 
can bring about here that New Heaven and 
New Earth that St. John saw in his vision. 
But we may all be partakers of it one day; 
and, as I have tried to show you, it may begin 
for us here and now. 

Do you remember how, in a time of great 
trouble and perplexity, God showed a vision 
to his servant Jacob—a ladder reaching from 
earth to heaven, with angels descending and 
ascending upon it? That vision was fulfilled 
in what is called the Incarnation—when our 
Lord Jesus Christ became man. Ever since 
heaven and earth are no longer separate ; 
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the angels come and go between them; the 
Heavenly Vision is still here. Don’t let us 
build up a brick wall of unbelief and worldliness 
between the two. 

In spite of what we said a few minutes ago 
about the sadness and monotony of this world, 
there is, after all, in it so much that is good 
and beautiful. And I like to think that all 
that part of it we shall see and recognize in 
heaven. 

Only, if we want, so to speak, to feel “ at 
home ’”’ in heaven, we must accustom ourselves 
to thinking of it often, to looking often at the 
Heavenly Vision. 

I was once watching by the deathbed of a 
man who had learned to love and trust God, 
and to rely upon the heavenly mysteries by 
which He draws us nearer to Him. During 
his last hours earthly sight entirely failed, 
and he could only know his friends by their 
voices. But the few words he spoke were 
such as he had been wont to use in life when 
some joyful surprise came to him. Who can 
doubt that, to the eyes that were closed to 
earth, God was unveiling the Heavenly Vision. 

And so, when Death comes, it will mean 
for us no dreadful change, but just a brighten- 
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ing and clearing of the Heavenly Vision that 
has been with us all our lives. Only all the 
suffering will be gone—for “there shall be 
no more pain, neither sorrow nor crying; 
and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes.” 


PURITY OF HEART 


‘‘ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God.”’—Matthew v. 8. 


““Whatsoever things are pure—think on these 
things.’’—Philippians iv. 8. 


N the last chapter we spoke of the Heavenly 
Vision, and how we may all see it, no 
matter what our surroundings or circum- 
stances may be. Now we must think about 
one very necessary condition of seeing it; I 
mean ‘‘ purity of heart,’’ to which the Bible 
words above refer. 

Has it ever struck you how soiled and spoilt 
this earth has become through sin? You 
have only to pick up a newspaper, or perhaps 
a cheap book, or to listen sometimes to the 
conversation of a few men or women at a 
street corner, and there is brought before 
your mind at once the power of the Devil in 
this world, what havoc he has wrought on 
God’s earth. 
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And in contrast to this, have you ever 
noticed the wondering inquiring expression 
. in the eyes of a little child, as it asked you a 
question about something unknown so far in 
its life, connected perhaps with a sin of which 
it had never heard ; and it struck you how sad 
a thing it was that that wondering, innocent 
look should ever change, and the pure mind 
become accustomed to hear of sin. 

In the same way, have you ever stood 
amongst the spring meadows when the larks 
were soaring and singing, and the primroses 
coming into bloom, when the sky was so bright, 
and the air so clear, that heaven seemed to 
have come half-way down to earth, and every- 
thing was beautiful and pure and Godlike. 

And then you noticed away on the sky-line 
a little grey cloud which was the smoke of a 
great city, or its outskirts, where tall chimneys 
broke the line of the horizon and spoke of 
crowded streets and busy factories, where 
were misery and poverty and sin. 

That is how the difference between purity 
and impurity strikes us, and we realize the 
truth of that promise of our Lord, that the 
pure in heart shall see God; and why it was 
that St. Paul urged so strongly on his friends, 
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‘“Whatsoever things are pure—think on 
these things.”’ 

There is so much temptation now to think 
of things of another sort. Police news, di- 
vorce cases, with all their paltry and ugly 
details, are flourished in front of our faces, 
and considered by many people to be the 
news most worth reading. 

The conversation of people who consider 
themselves respectable and “good living” 
often runs nowadays on the same sort of 
subject, and we are expected to take an 
interest in it all in order to be in the fashion. 

I heard not long ago of a lady who took a 
novel she had written to the publisher, and 
was told that if she wanted it brought out, 
she must make it more popular. She was 
expected, in fact, to put in something about 
impurity, to give excitement and interest ; 
otherwise it would not sell. 

Does not such an incident as this show how 
very far men and women have fallen from 
the lines Christ marked out for them, and 
from the idea St. Paul had of what Christians 
ought to be? 

The habit of thinking about, talking about, 
dwelling upon, what is base and unworthy 
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and impure, grows so quickly on people; and 
there is no doubt that it gradually debases 
their characters. An inclination to hear about 
evil soon grows into an inclination to do evil. 
So the whole standard gets lowered. What a 
man once considered shameful, and turned 
away from in disgust, begins to interest and 
attract him. 

Thus we hear of unworthy actions in men 
from whom we least expected them. And 
yet the general opinion given is that—‘ they 
are no worse than other people,” or that “ after 
all, it’s nothing very uncommon.” 

Now what does all this mean but that the 
smoke and dust and darkness of impurity are 
spoiling God’s beautiful earth, and what is 
worse, clouding the Heavenly Vision, that 
ought to be drawing us always upwards and 
onward to the perfect life for which God has 
destined us. 

The smoke and dust of cities need not crowd 
it out. God made the town as well as the 
country, in spite of the proverb that says it 
was made by man. And He places some men 
and women there, and sets them their duty to 
do amongst busy factories and offices, and 
crowded streets. They need not lose the 
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Heavenly Vision on that account. It depends 
on themselves and the purity of their hearts. 

There is an old story, put into very beautiful 
poetry by Lord Tennyson, about a number 
of warriors in olden times banding themselves 
together under a good and brave leader, and 
vowing to do battle against all the wrong and 
injustice and impurity in the world. They 
all tried to aim at the highest standard of 
what was right. And the legend runs, that 
a wonderful vision was to be shown by 
God to whichever amongst them kept himself 
most pure in heart, and most fit :to see 
it. 

There was one amongst them called Sir 
Galahad, who, although he made very little 
show or boasting, was known by all to be 
perfectly honourable and manly and pure. 
Every one loved and respected him, and no 
one was surprised when one day the promised 
vision was granted to him. And these are 
the words which describe him—‘‘ My strength 
is as the strength of ten, because my heart 
is pure.” 

Those are fine words ; and they put a great 
truth before us, a truth you really know by 
experience already. That man was strong 
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because he was pure in mind and body. It 
is the same, is it not, to-day. 

Who are the most useful soldiers in the 
battalion? Not the drunkards, not the 
slack, careless men with no principle, who 
abuse themselves and others, and give way 
to indulgence, and lust, and excess. No, 
they are the strong, self-controlled, steady 
men who have learned to say No to their own 
passions ; on whom the discipline of the Army 
has done its best work of teaching them to 
live by rule in every way ; tocarry the principle 
of discipline and self-restraint into their own 
personal and moral lives, as well as their 
soldier’s duty. 

These are the men who can march all day 
and not fall out, who are steadiest under 
fire, and the best campaigners. 

And it is the same everywhere. The men 
who lead clean, temperate lives, whose strength 
of mind and body has not been sapped away 
by impurity of thought and word and deed 
—these are the useful men in every branch 
of life, and those to whom other men turn for 
help and advice and example. And they 
are also the happiest men. St. Paul knew 
that, when he advised his friends to think of 
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whatsoever things are pure, he was teaching 
them the road to happiness. That chapter 
from which the words come is one of the 
brightest and most cheerful passages in the 
whole Bible. Yet it was written from prison, 
and the writer was expecting to die at the 
hands of his enemies at any time. 

That, however, did not destroy his happiness 
and peace of mind. He knew in whom he 
had believed. He was beholding all the time 
the Heavenly Vision, and when death came, 
it would be, as he himself described it, ‘to 
be with Christ, which is far better.’’ And so, 
pure in heart, he looked onward through the 
veil, turning back, as it were, to cheer his 
comrades on and point out the way—‘ Rejoice 
in the Lord always; and again I say Rejoice.” 

““Whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are true—think on these things.” 

“ Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God.” 

That promise is not only for the future, it 
is for the present time. 

Just as we look up to heaven through the 
clear spring air, and just as the smoke and 
dust can shut it out for us; so the pure in 
heart can see the Heavenly Vision, and the 
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impure lose sight of it. And if we lose sight 
of it, our lives, as we have seen, become dull 
and dark and depressing. The excitement 
and attraction of what is bad and unworthy 
very soon wears off; and we are left with 
nothing to fall back upon. 

But the Heavenly Vision lasts for ever, for 
it is the reflection of the great realities God 
has promised to them that love Him; and 
when the end of this life comes, it will change 
into the great realities themselves. 

So, like Sir Galahad, let us aim at purity 
of heart. 

Then our strength will be ‘as the strength 
of ten,’ and moreover we shall “see God.” 
He will show Himself to us here, and we shall 
see Him face to face hereafter in His heavenly 
kingdom. 


“IN ALL TIME OF OUR 
TRIBULATION ” 


“Save me, O God; for the waters are come in, 
even unto my soul. I stick fast in the deep mire, 
where no ground is. I am come into deep waters, 
so that the floodsrunoverme. Iam weary of crying ; 
my throat is dry; my sight faileth me for waiting 
so long upon my God... 


“Let not the water flood drown me, neither let 
the deep swallow me up... 


“Hear me, O God, for Thy loving-kindness is 
comfortable; turn Thou unto me according to the 
multitude of Thy mercies.”—Psalm Ixix. 


HE more we read these wonderful Psalms, 
written by David and other servants 
of God all those ages ago, the more we realize 
that human nature is not only the same all 
the world over, but all through the ages, past, 
present, and future. 
For in them we hear as it were the echo of 
our own feelings. The Church of England 


does well to read them over to her sons and 
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daughters week by week and month by month ; 
for whether they are joyful or sorrowful, we 
can always find in those oft-repeated words 
something that seems to suit our own case 
exactly. 

I have chosen one of the many Psalms 
spoken by one going through the deep waters 
of trouble, because some of you have been 
going through those deep waters lately ; some 
of you are going through them now. 

This is one of the special Psalms appointed 
to be read in Church on Good Friday, when 
we think of the King of sufferers and what 
He bore on the Cross. 

And I am sure you will agree with me, that 
never was a truer picture painted, than this 
word-picture of a man going through great 
agony of mind or body, or perhaps of both. 
That terrible sense of being overwhelmed, such 
as a drowning man must experience when he 
can battle with the waters no longer—it is 
so exactly described here, the waters coming 
in to your very soul; you have felt it, you 
know what it means. You all know best 
what your own “deep waters” have been. 
With some it has been trouble of mind, with 
some bodily suffering. Some of you have had 
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to endure both at the same time ; and perhaps 
you can hardly say which was harder to bear, 
which was the heavier burden. 

You cried to God, I know, to help you in 
your trouble; and though you may not have 
used those very words, your cry was much the 
same as what we have just read. Like David, 
you were weary of crying, and yet you did 
not forget that God loved you. “ His loving- 
kindness was comfortable.’ You trusted still 
“in the multitude of His mercies.” 

So now, as you have had this wonderful 
experience—for it 7s a wonderful experience 
—and you may, if God so wills it, have it 
again, let us take two or three points to think 
about in connection with it. 

And you, whose lives have so far been free 
from it, may, please God, learn better to meet 
the trouble if it comes. 

First I want you to realize that, if David and 
those other men who wrote the Psalms, who 
lived long before our Lord Jesus Christ came 
on earth—if they could thus trust God so fully 
and feel so confident of His goodness, and 
His power to help them, we know far more 
than they ever did about His love, and it 
ought to be a thousand times more real to us. 
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The Epistle to the Hebrews, full of deep 
teaching about Salvation through Christ, and 
the necessity of sacrifice and suffering for Him 
and for us, begins by describing how God had 
at different times and in different ways spoken 
to mankind. 

He had given them laws; He had sent them 
prophets; He had taught them much about 
Himself and His love and care for them. But, 
“in these days,’ says the writer, “He has 
“spoken to us by His Son.’’. 

This means that, instead of a prophet, instead 
of a vision, He had sent His own only Son 
Jesus Christ, and He showed by His life and 
death for men what the love of God really 
is. That is why the Bible sometimes calls 
our Lord Jesus Christ ‘‘ The Word ”’ ; because, 
as we express our thoughts in words, so God 
spoke to us through Him. 

His life and death was the certain assurance 
once for all that God loves us, and will never, 
never forsake us. 

Think for a moment what that truth means. 
Think what it is to hold on to, however deep 
the waters we have to go through. We often 
hear of drowning men catching at straws ; 
but there is no need for us to catch at straws, 
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for we have the firm ground to stand on—the 
Rock of Ages to hold by. 

St. Paul puts it into words, in that wonderful 
eighth chapter of Romans—a chapter that has 
perhaps helped people in trouble as much as 
any in the Bible. 

“Tf He spared not His own Son, but freely 
gave Him up for us all, shall He not also with 
Him freely give us all things?” 

Yes, that was the everlasting proof of His 
love. It is the same with an earthly friend, 
is it not? You turn in your trouble or pain 
to the friend who is ready to take real trouble 
about you, to sacrifice time and care and 
comfort to help you. That sets the seal on 
his love and care for you; you would never 
doubt either again. 

How much more, then, can you trust God’s 
care for you. How can you doubt for one 
moment that He, who has done so much for 
you, feels for you still; that every throb of 
pain, every heartache, He knows about and 
sympathizes with. 

Well then, that leads us to a second thought 
about trouble. In it you are not alone. You 
have the full sympathy and companionship 
of Jesus Christ. 
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Sometimes one hears people say, and if they 
do not say, perhaps they think—‘ No one 
knows what I have to suffer. No one can 
understand how hard it is for me, nor how 
wretched I feel.” 

Now that is not true; because our Lord 
Jesus Christ has been through it all before. 
Do you remember how, before He was nailed 
to the Cross, to hang there all those hours 
exposed to the gaze of the crowd, with the sun 
beating down on His open wounds, some one 
offered Him a certain drink of the nature of 
a drug, given occasionally to deaden the pain 
of those who had to suffer the same lingering 
death ? 

But Jesus refused it. He wanted to undergo 
the whole of the suffering; He would not 
shirk one bit of it. It has been said that He 
wished ‘‘ to feel all, that He might pity all.” 
And so IJ think it was. When He cried on the 
Cross, ‘‘I thirst,’’ He was experiencing all the 
pain that any man has been since called upon 
to bear. 

I think He looked on through the years, 
and saw and felt for the soldiers lying on the 
battlefield with their aching wounds and 
ragingsthirst. And He saw too the hospital 
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wards, and the sick rooms in many a poor 
man’s home, and those who lie there turning 
and twisting to ease their pain and cannot. 
Not a sufferer in the whole world and all time, 
but He felt and feels and will feel for him. 

And then again, when, in that terrible hour 
of darkness, He cried, ‘My God, My God, 
why hast Thou forsaken Me!’”’ He was bearing 
the burden of all the loneliness, all the unhappi- 
ness, all the anxiety that could ever come 
into any man’s life. So He can feel for that 
too; He understands all about what you have 
felt or are feeling. He has been through the 
‘deep waters. They came in, even unto His 
soul. 

And then, lastly, let us think of the good 
that comes out of trouble. When I say this, 
I am not speaking empty words, offering you 
an empty, hollow sort of consolation that 
means nothing. 

I am speaking about a solid fact, as real as 
the fact of the trouble or the pain itself, 
Look at the Psalms again, and read there the 
evidence of it, in the words of praise and 
thanksgiving, and of real felt comfort and 
nearness to God, that always follows sooner 
or later the cry of pain and misery. 
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Take one or two out of many examples: 
Psalm 1xi.— 

“Hear my crying, O God, give ear unto 
my prayer...” 

“From the ends of the earth will I call upon 
Thee, when my heart is in heaviness.” 

Then only a verse or two later— 

“For Thou, Lord, hast heard my desires. 
So will I always sing praise unto Thy Name.” 

Or again, Psalm Ixxi.— 

“Incline Thy ear unto me and save me. 

Forsake me not. . .. Go not far 
from me, my God.” 

And then the help and comfort comes, and 
the Psalmist looks back and says— 

“Oh what great troubles and adversities 
hast Thou showed me, and yet didst Thou 
turn and refresh me, yea, and brought me 
from the deep of the earth again.” 

And perhaps the most beautiful of all is 
Psalm cxvi.— 

“‘T am well pleased that the Lord hath 
heard the voice of my prayer... .” 

“The snares of death compassed me round 
about, and the pains of hell gat hold upon 
DiGi. <M 
“Gracious is the Lord and righteous; yea 
our God is merciful.” 
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You see, they all tell the same story— 
sorrow and hope, danger and deliverance, 
pain and comfort ; in short, of man’s weakness 
and of God’s never-failing love, and pity, 
and power to help. 

But I do not think that these expressions 
of relief and confidence always mean that 
God has removed the trouble, or given healing 
to the sufferer. We may ask Him for this, 
but He does not always see fit to give it. He 
gives what matters still more—what is even 
a better gift; I mean, greater faith in Him, 
greater trust in His mercy, greater comfort 
in His love and sympathy and companionship. 
And you know by experience, don’t you, 
what these gifts bring also—greater strength 
to bear the trouble, to endure the pain. 

You have heard of a new teaching called 
Christian Science, which has in it a certain 
amount of truth, since it holds that faith 
and prayer to God may bring about the recovery 
of the sick. 

But it makes many dangerous mistakes, 
quite contrary to the teaching of the Bible. 
And one of these, it seems to me, is that all 
suffering is the result of want of faith—that 
it is wholly against the Will of God. Surely 
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those who hold such a belief forget that the 
Captain of our Salvation was made perfect 
through suffering, and that the disciple must 
not expect to be above his Master; in fact, 
that the Christian soldier’s highest calling is 
to tread in the footsteps of his Leader. 
When David said, “My song shall be of 
mercy and judgment ; unto Thee, O Lord, will I 
sing,” and ‘“‘ Itis good for me that I have been 
in trouble,’ he had realized what I hope and 
think you have realized too: that what you 
have suffered has left you, in a way, richer. 
It has been an experience that God sent you 
in that wonderful love of His that is beyond 
our understanding. Had you not known it, 
perhaps you would never have felt Him so near. 
Of course there are dark times, such as our 
Lord experienced on the Cross, when we cannot 
feel Him near; but that does not matter, 
since He really has hold of us all the time. 
Religion is not feeling, it is reality. At such 
times let us turn to the Psalms again, and we 
find these words— 
“Oh tarry thou the Lord’s leisure; be 
strong, and He shall comfort thine heart.” 
‘“Why art thou so cast down, oh my soul, 
and why art thou so disquieted within me? 
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Trust thou in God, for I will yet give Him 
thanks, which is the help of my countenance 
and my God.” 

Even in the dark, the writer looked onward 
for the comfort he knew God would send in 
His own good time. 

And so let us turn, before we end, once 
more to the New Testament of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and read another few verses of that 
eighth chapter of Romans that we have looked 
at before, and listen to the confident happiness 
of their tone. 

‘““Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?” 

These words were written when Christians 
had to suffer persecution for their faith; but 
I think we may look upon this list of troubles 
as meaning for us any and every kind of pain 
or misery that can come into our lives. 

Bodily suffering, poverty, the unkindness 
of others, separation from those we love 
(either by death or distance), doubts and diffi- 
culties, wearing anxiety—whatever it may 
be, they are all summed up here. 

Yes, and not one of them, nor yet all together, 
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can separate us from the love of Christ. Just 
as our true friends draw near to us when we 
are in trouble and we need them most, so 
does our best Friend, Jesus Christ. 

And listen once again— 

“Yea, in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him that loved us.” 

The Cross was really a great victory, though 
to the eyes of the world it looked like defeat. 
And the faithful soldier of Christ marches to 
victory under one banner only, the banner of 
the Cross. 

You know which are the clasps on a war- 
medal that a soldier values most—the ones that 
remind him of the hardest fighting, although 
it was so terrible at the time that the best 
soldiers will not speak of it much, except to 
their nearest friends. 

Well, I think when we look back on our 
lives, we shall feel the same about those deep 
waters, those dark hours, we have been speak- 
ing about, and realize that the greatest 
victories God helped us to win, were won on 
the battlefield of suffering. 

There is a beautiful poem by Robert Brown- 
ing, about a young girl whose life had been 
apparently all misery and persecution. But 
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on her death-bed she told her friends that she 
believed no one would really wish, when the 
end came, that their lives had been planned 
out differently. They would not wish to do 
away with the dark days any more than the 
bright ones, because they were all part of God’s 
plan to bring us nearer to Him, and make our 
characters more like that of our Master. 
God hears our cry “out of the deep.” 
May He teach us all, if need be through 
suffering, to praise Him and love Him better ; 
and at last may He bring us, more than con- 
querors, to the “haven where we would be.’’ 


COMPANIONS OF THE 
MASTER 


Acts iii. 8; iv. to verse 14. 


E are reading here of the days of the 

early Church. Our Lord Jesus Christ 

had gone up into heaven, and had left His work 
on earth to be continued by others. 

The little band of disciples, true to the trust 
they had received from Him, were doing that 
work; boldly preaching His Word, speaking 
out the truth, fearless of consequences. 

Some believed on them; and these were 
baptized, received into Christ’s family, the 
Church, in His own appointed way. They 
joined the growing band of believers, and in 
their turn told others the good news. And so 
we read that “ mightily grew the Word of God 
and prevailed.” 

St. Peter, St. James and St. John were the 


three amongst the twelve Apostles who had 
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been, during the life of our Lord on earth, 
taken most into the confidence of their Master. 

They were the three He chose to be with Him 
when He showed His Glory, and appeared as the 
Son of God, white and shining, on the Moun- 
tain of the Transfiguration. 

And they were with Him again in the Garden 
of Gethsemane, the night before His Crucifixion, 
when He was bowed down by the weight of 
the sins of the world for which He was about 
to suffer. 

And so it was natural that these three men, 
who had been such close friends of the Master, 
should, after He was gone, be the leaders of His 
Church. ; 

But they never trusted to their own strength. 
They were just as dependent on God as they 
had been before. 

The Holy Spirit of God had been sent down to 
guide them, to dwell in their hearts, to give them 
the wisdom and courage they needed, and they 
knew quite well that they would be powerless 
without Him; whilst, with Him to help them, 
they were able to do and bear anything for 
their Master and His great Cause. 

In those early days God gave to His servants 
gifts that He has since seen fit to remove. He 


COMPANIONS OF THE MASTER 75 


allowed His Apostles to work miracles such as 
they had seen their Lord perform during His 
life on earth—to heal the sick and even to 
raise the dead. 

People have wondered sometimes why this 
was not continued; but we cannot answer the 
question, except that we know God helps the 
world at different times in different ways. 
Perhaps, as His Church spread, and men’s faith 
grew stronger, He wished to teach them to 
walk less by sight and more by faith. And 
besides, we must not think that the healing of 
our bodies, and life here on earth, are the best 
gifts. There are better ones than this in His 
stores of love and goodness. The body matters 
less than the soul; and a year or two more or 
less here is of far less value than eternal life with 
God. 

However, in the chapter we are thinking 
about now, we hear of a miracle of healing 
performed by St. Peter and St. John. 

I want you to notice a few verses especially, 
teaching us some of those valuable lessons about 
the religion of our every-day lives that I am so 
anxious you should not miss. Try first to 
picture the scene. 

‘The Beautiful Gate,” as it was called, of 
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the Temple at Jerusalem, with its wonderful 
carving and gilding shining in the bright sun- 
shine of an eastern day. The crowd coming 
and going, careless and thoughtless, or inter- 
ested in their own affairs. The lame man with 
his tired, drawn face, waiting in hope that one 
of them would stop to give him the alms that 
made his living, the receiving of which was the 
only excitement and interest of his life. And 
then, walking past, the two Apostles, with their 
earnest faces, into which had come a light from 
the face of their Divine Master; and who 
seemed to care less about the worldly sights and 
sounds around them than about the strong 
purpose that was occupying all their minds. 

Then the cripple’s pleading face and voice 
attracted their attention. Many and many a 
time had the same thing happened when they 
had gone in and out of those same streets and 
gates with their Master. 

Perhaps the sight of the lame man brought 
back those memories, and His pitying Face and 
kind healing Hand seemed to be with them 
again. 

But the cripple was not asking or expecting 
healing from the Apostles. 

Only a small number knew at this time who 
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the little band of Christ’s followers were. They 
seemed to the ordinary crowd like any other 
men of the working class ; only a few knew that 
they were the leaders of the greatest movement 
the world ever saw, bearing their commission 
straight from the Son of God. So the lame man 
asked them for alms just as he would ask any 
other passer-by. 

And now notice St. Peter’s answer, for it is 
full of teaching for us all. 

«Silver and gold have I none, but such as I 
have give I thee.” 

“Silver and gold have I none!” 

“ The disciple is not above his Master.’’ Our 
Lord had belonged to the working class, and 
He had chosen His friends from the same 
station in life. He knew, better than any one 
else, that worldly possessions and wealth in 
money are not the greatest power in the world. 
His life, which has had far more influence 
than any other life in the whole history of the 
world, was a proof of this ; and the lives of His 
first disciples were to be lived on the same lines. 
Not that rich men cannot be true followers of 
Christ. It is a great mistake to think that. 
Rich and poor alike have their place in God’s 
Church ; and even when He was on earth, Jesus 
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Christ had several wealthy men amongst His 
friends. 

But He tried to show people that riches, 
though they may be used for God’s glory, are 
not in themselves of half so much value as 
character. It matters far less what a man has 
than what he zs. 

I want you to think about this. God cares 
what you are, not what you have. Think for a 
moment again of those two friends of Jesus 
Christ, St. Peter and St. John. Poor men, 
fishermen by trade, holding very little position 
in the place where they lived; not much ac- 
counted of by their fellow countrymen; not 
smartly dressed nor important in appearance, 
passed over as nobody in the crowd. 

And yet—‘ Silver and gold have I none, 
but such as I have give I thee.” 

The gift of restored health that he had 
waited for in vain all those years—that was 
what they had to give—how far more valuable 
than thousands of pounds’ worth of silver and 
gold. And how were they able to give it? 

What was it that made these two poor men 
more powerful than all the other passers-by at 
the Beautiful Gate that day ? 

The Grace of God; the Power of our Lord 
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Jesus Christ; the gift of the Holy Spirit in 
their hearts, making them able to do what the 
richest and most powerful man in the world 
could not accomplish. 

And now notice that I do not mean only the 
miracle of healing performed on the lame man ; 
for gifts of healing were, as we have seen, only 
bestowed on the Church for a time. 

But the other gifts, God’s power and guid- 
ance, have never been taken away; these His 
servants possessed then, and possess to this 
day, and are thus enabled to help and rescue 
their fellow men. 

Yes, not only St. Peter and St. John, not 
only those who worked with them, but every 
true member of the Church—that same 
Church remember, to which they belonged, for 
which they lived and died—we ourselves have 
that same Grace of God, to help us in our daily 
life and to hand on to others. 

‘ Silver and gold have I none, but such as I 
have give I thee.” 

We may be poor in this world’s goods. We 
may only earn enough just to pay our way 
when we take our weekly wage—we may even 
be so poor as to be forced to depend on others— 
but we have great possessions, treasures that 
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the world cannot give nor yet take away, that 
can make our homes happy, and brighten the 
lives of those with whom we come in contact 
day by day. 

I have heard of men being despised and 
looked down upon by their mates because they 
happened to be earning a little less money than 
they. And they have actually taken such a 
foolish sneer to heart, and been inclined to 
throw up their work in consequence. It is 
quite right for every man to aim at being a 
good workman, as well as a good man. . But to 
value a man by the money he earns is to take a 
false view of life altogether. What really 
matters is how we appear in God’s sight; and 
He values us, not by money, but by character. 

And now I want you to pass on to the next 
chapter, and to the other verse we have chosen 
to think about especially. 

The miracle at the Beautiful Gate drew 
attention to St. Peter and St. John; and the 
jealousy and opposition that had met our 
Lord Jesus Christ in His work on earth began 
to crop up again. 

It was the old story. ‘‘ The disciple is not 
above his Master ’’; and His servants were to 
suffer persecution just as He had done. So 
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they were seized, brought before the judges, 
and falsely accused of stirring up the people. 
This, however, did not quell the spirit of men 
who were brave in the knowledge that God was 
with them, and that their cause was just and 
good. 

God made them bold, as He has made many 
bold since, to suffer for His sake; and they 
told the rulers to their faces that they intended 
to obey God rather than man. 

People who saw them wondered at their calm- 
ness and courage. Nothing seemed to upset or 
disturb them, as would have been the case with 
other people. They were so determined in 
their purpose, so absolutely confident in Him 
who had said— 

“Tam with you always, even to the end of 
the world.” 

And so we read of those who saw it, that 
‘ they took knowledge of them, that they had 
been with Jesus.” 

Yes, they had been the daily companions of 
the Master during His life on earth. They had 
heard His words, the best and most hopeful 
words ever spoken ; they had looked into His 

“face, the kindest and truest face ever seen ; 
more than all, they had watched His life, the 
G 
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only life ever lived on earth that was per- 
fectly unselfish, perfectly brave, perfectly true, 
perfectly kind. And so it had come about 
that, through daily contact with that perfect 
life, they had grown stronger and better. They 
were reflecting just a little of that Character 
that had, as it were, shone upon them with all 
its brightness and purity. 

They were, like their Master, going about 
doing good, trying to help all who needed help. 
They were speaking the truth; standing firm 
under persecution; ready, as He had been, to 
suffer death for the Faith, if it were God’s Will. 

And because their conduct was such, because 
they were braver and stronger under trial than 
most men of their time, “ they took knowledge 
of them, that they had been with Jesus.” 

Now what is the lesson for us ? 

I think it may be summed up in a few words. 
We, too, have been, or should have been, with 
Jesus. Not in the same way as St. Peter and 
St. John, but in other ways quite as real to all 
true believers. 

We were brought into His Church at Baptism; 
we were sealed then for His own. Later, at 
Confirmation, we were brought near to Him 
again, and granted fresh strength, a fresh supply 
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of the Holy Spirit’s gifts. Most of all in Holy 
Communion do we enter what we might call the 
inner circle of His Friendship. There we are 
“ folded closer to His Mercy’s breast,’’ made one 
with Him, strong in His Strength, pure in His 
Purity. 

And day by day, by prayer, by Bible reading, 
by looking to Him in everything for help and 
guidance, we may live our life close to Him 
just as truly as the disciples did when He was on 
earth. 

It was said of Enoch, the holy man of old, 
that “‘ he walked with God.”’ We may all do 
this ; and like St. Peter and St. John, we shall 
grow like Him. 

St. Paul tells us that the secret of becoming 
better men is to be always looking towards our 
Lord Jesus Christ, thinking about, speaking to 
Him; and that if we do that, we shall be 
“ changed from glory to glory’; we shall go 
on increasing in likeness to Him, till men can 
see by our outward lives, Who is our daily 
Companion, and Whose likeness we are 
reflecting. 

Many a man who had grown hard with sin 
and sorrow, has first begun to believe in the 
love and goodness of God, or had it brought 
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home to him, through the kindness of an earthly 

friend. And what was that but the reflection, 

the likeness of the Master, coming out, shining 

and showing itself, in the life of one of His 

friends—some one who knew Him, and tried 

to serve Him and help others to do the 
same. 

Most soldiers have heard of John Nicholson 
—perhaps the greatest of all the “ Mutiny” 
heroes. So great was his power with the natives 
of Northern India, that they actually began to 
worship him as a god. 

Nicholson sternly forbade this ; so the natives 
declared that, in that case, they would serve the 
God to whom Nicholson prayed. Now what 
was the meaning of this, but that the Character 
of the Master was showing itself in the life of 
His servant, and so drawing the heathen nearer 
the truth. And so, you see, the world must 
“ take knowledge ’’ of you, ‘‘ that you have been 
with Jesus.’”’ You must live close to Him. 
You must not get slack and careless and cold 
about your religion. Pray often; keep steadily 
to your Communions ; seeking God’s guidance 
in everything you do ; let His Will be your rule 
of life. 

That is the way to “let your light shine 
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before men,” to show to the world whose you 
are, and whom you serve. 

Silver and gold we may or may not have; 
but if we have been with Jesus, we have our 
work to do for Him, our message for mankind. 

Looking not to any virtue of our own to help 
us, but to His Grace and Goodness, we shall go 
on our way, blessed by God, and through Him 
a blessing to others. 

“Changed from glory into glory, 
Till in Heaven we see Thy Face; 


Till we cast our crowns before Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love and praise.” 


OBEDIENCE 


I Samuel xv. to verse 24. 


BEDIENCE—the soldier’s first and last 

lesson! We are going back now for a 

lesson in obedience, for a warning against dis- 

obedience, to the Old Testament, to one of 
those old stories that yet never grow old. 

Saul had been chosen by God as the first 
King of Israel. The people had asked for a 
king, and Saul had been called to the high 
office of ruling God’s chosen people. The young 
king, with his fine tall figure and his many 
kingly qualities, was duly anointed by Samuel 
the Prophet, and for a time all went well. It 
seemed as though the right man were in the 
right place. 

But then there came one of those testing days 
—days such as sometimes come into our own 
lives, when a choice is given us between good 
and evil, and everything depends on which we 


choose. 
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Saul chose the wrong course; and that was 
the end of his happiness and usefulness. His 
story after that is the story of a man going, as 
we say, down-hill. 

As you read this story, it may seem to you 
that Saul was a little hardly treated. He was 
at war with the Amalekites, one of those heathen 
nations whom God helped His people to subdue. 

In this chapter we read of the great victory 
He allowed Saul to win, and how the Amale- 
kites and vast numbers of sheep and oxen, in 
which men’s wealth in those days consisted, 
fell into Saul’s hands. Saul’s orders were to de- 
stroy them all, and to execute the king himself. 
It was for disobeying these orders, for saving 
the king alive, and also some of the choicest of 
the cattle, that God’s anger fell upon him. 

Now we must remember always in reading 
the Old Testament, if we want to understand 
and not to be puzzled by stories like this, that 
we are reading the history of the childhood of 
the world. God deals with people according to 
the times they live in, just as He deals with 
individual men according to their individual 
needs. It was absolutely necessary in those 
early days that His chosen people should be 
kept separate. If they came in contact with 


88 ON GUARD 


and got mixed up with the heathen races who 
surrounded them, we see how they always fell 
back again into the false worship from which 
God wished to keep them. 

To form this nation for His own service, 
and then, by means of them, to save the world 
through His Son Jesus Christ at last—that was 
His object, and it could not have been achieved 
without severe measures such as we are reading 
about here. Later, when men were ready for 
them, more gentle methods were taught them. 

Thus, when we read of two whole families 
being destroyed because one member of each 
had been disobedient, and when Saul is rejected 
from being king because he spared instead of 
destroying his enemy, we must bear in mind 
that God is always just and fair, and there were 
good reasons at the time for what He did. 

You know how necessary discipline is in the 
Army. Punishment often seems hard in the 
individual case, especially for an offence that is 
purely military and would pass unnoticed in 
civil life. But we know that if such offences 
were not severely dealt with, the whole standard 
of obedience would soon go down. Anexample 
must be made, and the offender must suffer. 

Saul was at war; and you know how strict 
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discipline must be in war time, especially in the 
case of spoils of victory. If once men get out 
of control at a time like that, the consequences 
may be disastrous, and all the dignity and jus- 
tice of war disappear. Looked at from this 
point of view alone, Saul’s offence was a very 
serious one. 

Now let us think a little of our duty of obedi- 
ence as Christian soldiers. God may not have 
given us a high place in the world, as He gave 
to Saul; but as we saw elsewhere, we all have 
our responsibility ; and we all, as soldiers in 
Christ’s Army, have both the duty and the 
privilege of obeying Him. 

Obedience—it is a grand lesson to learn, and 
the soldier may thank his Service for teaching 
him so high and noble a duty. Do you think it 
strange I should call it by these names? I do 
so because I think they well describe it. Some 
people seem to think that to obey orders, to be 
under authority, is rather a poor, mean sort of 
thing. They speak of those in authority as if 
they were tyrants, and of those who obey as al- 
ways oppressed ; of independence—having one’s 
own way—as the goal of happiness and good. 
Believe me, the man to be envied is not the 
man who has always had his own way, but the 
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man who has learned obedience. It has been 
very truly said that he only can command who 
has first learned to obey; and I am sure our 
greatest generals would all tell you the same 
thing from their own experience, and would 
thank the early training and discipline that 
fitted them for their present position. 

If then obedience to man is a good discipline, 
a blessing instead of a curse, how much better is 
obedience to God. Let us think of just four 
points about that obedience. 

And first, we must not think that obedience 
to God consists only in doing some great thing, 
in answering some decisive call, or in resisting 
some one strong temptation. We hear of such 
things in history, or in the newspapers, or in the 
life of some one we know ; and we say—‘‘ That 
man obeyed God’s call”; or ‘‘ That man stood 
the test splendidly.”” Yes, that is quite right ; 
but we must realize that obedience is not one 
act; it is a habit. 

It is in the little acts of every day, the habit 
of mind we cultivate, that obedience to God 
consists. If we are not true in the little things, 
we certainly shall not be true in the big 
ones. 

Do you think the Light Brigade at Balaclava 
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would have galloped up to the mouths of the 
Russian guns—into the jaws of death—when 
that mistaken order was given, had they not 
been trained soldiers, accustomed to obey 
every word of command without asking why ? 
A body of irregulars enlisted yesterday could 
not have been expected to obey such an order. 
But to the Light Brigade, to obey was second 
nature; so they were able to leave on record 
that grand example of obedience and devotion 
that the world will never forget. 

In the same way, don’t you think that the 
boy who stood still and died on the burning 
ship when he might have saved himself, just 
because his father was dead and could not cancel 
the order, must have been a boy always 
accustomed and trained to obey in every 
detail ? 

It has been truly said that men’s lives work 
on such little hinges, the hinges of that every- 
day life that is forming our characters for 
eternity. 

It is the little things that really matter ; 
choosing the thing we ought instead of the 
thing we like, being scrupulously honest and 
truthful in the lightest words and deeds. 

Depend upon it, that was where Saul had 
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failed. He had not given up his will to God’s 
Will; and so, when the test came, he fell. 

Into some of your lives it may never come 
to make a decisive act of obedience before the 
eyes of the world; just as it is not given to every 
soldier to win the Victoria Cross, though he may 
have the Victoria Cross spirit just as much as 
the comrade who gains it. But the every-day 
obedience we have been talking about is just as 
pleasing to God ; and he who is “ faithful in a 
little’ each day and hour of his life, is also 
faithful in much. 

Secondly, our obedience must be a whole- 
hearted obedience. There is too much of “‘ thus 
far and no farther ” about many men’s religion. 
They seem to think they can make a sort of 
bargain with God; obey Him so far as it is 
convenient and pleasant to do so, and draw 
back when and where it suits them. Our Lord 
spoke some very plain words to these men, when 
He said—“‘ No man can serve two masters ; 
either he will love one and hate the other, or 
else he will cleave to the one and despise the 
other.” 

Don’t you think that common sense as well 
as conscience tells you that these words are 
some of the truest ever spoken? Don’t you 
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know how, if you try to please everybody, you 
are bound to fail ? You cannot obey God if you 
are always wanting to “‘ keep in, ” as we call it, 
with those who don’t care about God and 
religion themselves, and would rather you were 
like them. A double-faced religion will never 
last. 

If you have one set of principles for Sunday 
and one for weekdays, one set of opinions for 
your religious friends and quite another set for 
those who despise religion, you will soon find 
that you are making yourself foolish in the eyes 
of both sets, and will have to make your choice 
between the two. 

God does not care for grudging service any 
more than an earthly employer does. He wants 
our whole hearts; as St. Paul says, we must 
“bring every thought into captivity to Christ.” 

There are two pictures in the Gospel story ; 
one of the man who obeyed, and one of the man 
who wanted to obey, but could not make up his 
mind to the necessary sacrifice. 

St. Matthew was the first. Our Lord called 
him from his business, from his riches, from 
his home. And what was his answer? ‘“ And 
he arose and left all, and followed Him.” 

Such a few simple words, and yet they con- 
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tain the choice of a lifetime, the turning of a 
man into a saint. 

The second picture is that of the rich young 
ruler, who wished to do right, until he found 
that, if he was to follow Christ, it meant giving 
up his worldly riches and greatness. Andso we 
read of him that “ he turned and went away 
sorrowful.” Turned away back to his “great 
possessions,” and so missed the true prize of life 
—the service and friendship of the Master. 

How many a man has done the same ; held 
back from Confirmation perhaps, because he 
had not the courage to confess Christ openly ; 
put his religion on one side because it seemed to 
hinder his worldly business ; or, in some way, 
disobeyed the order—‘“ Follow Me.” 

Our third thought about our obedience as 
Christians is that, if it is to be worth anything, it 
must spring from one motive only—love for the 
Master we obey. An obedience of fear is no 
good ; an obedience for the sake of reward is no 
good. Sooner or later they break down, because 
they are on the wrong footing altogether. 

And I think we all feel, when we come to this 
point, how wanting we are, not only in the 
obedience, but in the love we owe to God. We 
are so cold about it compared to what we ought 
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to be. Well, the best cure is to be often think- 
ing about what He has done for us—how He 
“so loved the world ”’—you and me—“ that He 
gave His Only Begotten Son,” to die for us ona 
cross of shame and agony, that we might have 
eternal life with Him. 

And then, when you look back on your own 
lives, can you ever count up the blessings He 
has poured upon you? 

How, through all the “‘ changes and chances,” 
the sorrows and the anxieties, the troubles and 
the joys, you can still trace His loving hand ; 
how He “covered your head in the day of 
battle ;”” how He brought you safe over thou- 
sands of miles of ocean, and preserved you from 
a hundred perils by land and water, to let you 
see your earthly home once more. How, in spite 
of your own sins and forgetfulness, He has 
watched and followed you, and drawn you by 
the cords of love in so many different ways, 
nearer to Himself. 

If you have a friend to whom you owe a great 
deal, what do you feel towards him? That 
you would do anything to serve him, and that 
all you could do would not be enough. That is 
what you ought to feel, only much morestrongly, 
about your obedience toGod. It will then be the 
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right sort of obedience; for love is a far higher 
and stronger power in the world than either 
fear or the desire of reward. It will make 
far greater sacrifices ; it will set no limits and 
make no bargains as to what it will do or 
bear. 

And this brings us to our last thought about 
such obedience as I have tried to describe, 
namely, that it is, as the Church Prayer Book 
says, “ perfect freedom.” 

The New Testament of Jesus Christ is full of 
the promise of freedom—not the freedom of 
lawlessness and disorder and passion and lust, 
which is no freedom at all, but the freedom of 
obedience to the laws of a loving God, in which 
the only true happiness consists. 

And I think this is a very practical thought 
for soldiers; because, although they are the best 
disciplined and most obedient of men whilst they 
are serving, they sometimes choose the wrong 
sort of freedom when that discipline is relaxed. 
The very fact that they have been used to con- 
trol makes it, in some cases, more difficult for 
them to control themselves. The cares and 
responsibilities of civil life naturally press 
harder on them than on men who have always 
been accustomed to act alone. So that, when 
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things go wrong they are apt to be thrown off 
their balance. 

But this should not be. The habit of 
obedience learnt in the Army should be turned 
to better account. Having been good servants 
of your country should help, not hinder, in 
making you good servants of God. When no 
longer responsible to Army superiors, you 
still owe obedience to the King of kings. And 
you know that means self-control, steadiness, 
being master of yourself. Thus, when troubles 
or difficulties come, you will be like the servant 
of God in the Psalms, who “ is not afraid of any 
evil tidings; for his heart standeth fast, and 
believeth in the Lord.” 

And lastly. You know how much more 
pleasure there is in obeying an officer or an 
employer who érusts you than one who either 
“‘ drives” you, or else is always suspicious that 
you will shirk your work. God trusts you ; and 
that is why He has given you the gift of free will. 
He will not compel any man to obey Him. His 
is a voluntary, not a compulsory service. 

May He give to you and to all His soldiers 
grace to use your freedom in ever-growing and 
deepening obedience to Him. May you be al- 
ways listening for His orders, hearing them in 

H 
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every event, every change, every incident in 
your lives, whether the call be to do or to bear, 
for His sake. 


“Jesus calls us; by Thy Mercies, 
Saviour, make us hear Thy Call, 
Give our hearts to Thine obedience, 
Serve and love Thee best of all.” 


THE POWER OF HIS 
RESURRECTION 


“That I may know Him, and the power of His 
Resurrection.”’—Philippians iii, 10. 


HAT was St. Paul’s greatest wish, both 

for himself and his friends—that they 

might know Jesus Christ, and share the power 
of His Resurrection. 

Power—the word appeals to men, and cer- 
tainly it appeals to soldiers. I have had to 
speak a great many times in this book about 
weakness and suffering and poverty—the 
reverse of power—because they have been an 
experience in somany of your lives. We have 
seen how noble and grand, rightly borne, they 
may become; and how God can bless and glorify 
and use them to His own great ends. But we 
must never think that power, strength, might, 
are not in themselves splendid qualities. 


I remember once seeing a Royal Review at 
99 
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Aldershot, and being impressed by the great 
power represented by all those Battalions and 
Batteries marching and galloping past. One 
had never quite realized before what a great 
Army really is—what a power to defend, what a 
power to strike if need be, what a power, if 
rightly used, to maintain the cause of right and 
justice in the world, and clear the way for the 
spread of truth and knowledge. 

We were reminded of the same thing this 
year, when King George rode through the 
streets of his capital to his coronation. Then 
all the grandeur of the greatest power in the 
world was displayed., But, although this 
worldly power is given by God, and may be 
used to His Glory, yet we know that it is after 
all, only temporary. Kings and Queens are 
mortal and pass away. So do great nations 
and mighty empires such as our own. We 
read in History of how, first Babylon, then 
Greece and Rome rose and fell; how they in 
turn ruled the world, or all that was then 
known of the world; how their power first in- 
creased, and then waned, and then passed 
away and gave place to others. 

Only one Kingdom has stood all the tests of 
time—the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
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only one Power, ever since He came to earth, 
has lived and moved in the world, constant 
through all changes—and that is the Power of 
His Resurrection. 

You know what Resurrection means—rising 
again. And I am not going to attempt to dis- 
cuss or prove to you here the fact of that event, 
for I know that you believe it already ; and that, 
when you say in the Creed, Sunday by Sunday 
—‘ The third day He rose again from the dead,” 
you believe that it is actually true. Many 
people have tried to assail that truth, andit has 
often been questioned; but surely we, who 
believe the story of Christ’s Life on earth and all 
its wonders, and who know the power of God in 
the experience of our own lives; surely we do 
not find it harder to believe that God could 
raise His Only Son, and that Jesus Christ could 
rise, than that any other seemingly impossible 
things should be accomplished by the same 
Divine Power. 

We have thought much in these readings 
about the death of Jesus Christ. We have seen 
that it was the greatest event that ever hap- 
pened in the world. We have seen how it 
changed the history of the world, and the 
individual histories of us all, how it was the 
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greatest example of love and sacrifice ever 
shown. 

But we must always remember that Christ’s 
Resurrection followed immediately ; that, had 
He not risen again, His Death would not have 
saved us; and that, were He not living now, 
to-day, our faith would be in vain. 

That is why the Epistles, those books that 
follow the story of our Lord’s Life on earth, in 
the Bible, are always insisting again and again 
on that fact of His Resurrection ; and always 
impressing on people that it is of no use at all to 
believe that Jesus Christ lived thirty-three years 
on earth, and then died on the Cross, unless we 
also believe that He rose to life again, took His 
power again as the Son of God, and lives for 
evermore to save and help us. 

Our Lord’s own words are full, not of death, 
but of life—the life He wanted us to share with 
Him. Listen to just a few of them. ‘TI lay 
down my Life that I may take it up again.” 
“‘T am the Resurrection and the Life, He that 
believeth on Me, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live.” “I am the Way, the Truth and the 
Life,’ ‘‘I am come that they might have 
life.” 

One of the most important parts of the Apos- 
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tles’ teaching to the early Christians was the 
Risen power of Jesus Christ. 

St. Paul speaks of ‘‘ Christ Who is our Life.” 
“If we are reconciled to God by the death of 
His Son, how much more, being reconciled, 
shall we be saved by His Life.’ 

And St. John says—“ God has given unto us 
eternal life, and this life is in His Son.”’ ‘‘ He 
that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son hath not life.” 

These are only a few of many words, full of 
the power of the Resurrection. 

And we must realize it no less to-day. All 
our happiness here and hereafter, depends upon 

it. Itisasubject we might dwell upon for ever ; 
but just a few thoughts will be enough here. 

I expect the first thought that occurs to you, 
in connection with the power of Christ’s Resur- 
rection, is that of the hope, or rather the cer- 
tainty, it has given us of eternal life for our- 
selves and for those we love. 

When I went to the ancient City of Rome, of 
all the wonderful things I saw, what impressed 
me most was the graves of the early Christians, 
made hundreds and hundreds of years ago in 
underground passages. There the Christians 
hid their dead in those days of cruelty and perse- 
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cution ; and there they used to meet and pray 
to the God, Whom to serve, in those days, meant 
torisk death at the hands of Hisenemies. On 
those rough walls of stone and earth, still clearly 
traced—owing to the dryness of the climate and 
the protection from light and air—are the signs 
and mottoes of the Resurrection. To this day 
it can be seen that their thoughts were less of 
the terrible death their friends had died, and 
that very likely awaited themselves, than of the 
new life that had begun for them—less of the 
anguish, than of the joy to follow it. 

And you may feel the same, when you see the 
mother, or the friend, or the child whom you 
love better than your own life, carried to their 
last resting-place. For you know that is only the 
worn out earthly body; that, because Jesus 
Christ lives, they themselves live too in Him. 
And when our turn comes, as it surely will, yours 
and mine, we ourselves shall never cease to live 
for one moment. If we have known Him here, 
then the Power of His Resurrection will take 
away all the sting of death ; and we shall pass 
into His presence as into the presence of a 
Friend. 

And then, because Christ’s Mortal Body rose 
from the dead and ascended into heaven, there 
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will come a day when our own bodies shall be 
joined to our spirits again. We shall recognize 
the faces we have known onearth. Justas Jesus 
pointed to His Scars, and said—‘‘ Behold and 
see that it is I Myself,’ so we shall all know 
one another and clasp the hands we loved to 
clasp on earth again. 


“Soul and body reunited, thenceforth nothing shall 
divide ; 
Waking up in Christ’s own likeness—Satisfied.” 


But it is not only with regard to the future 
life that we must realize the Power of Christ’s 
Resurrection. We havea life to live here; and 
we must never forget that it is the beginning, 
the first chapter, and a very important chapter, 
of the life eternal. If the Power of His Resur- 
rection is to help us then, it must help us now. 

We cannot read history without realizing the 
mightiness of Christ’s Power in the world. 
You remember how He told His disciples that 
the Church—the Kingdom He came to found, 
was like a seed planted in the ground, that 
would grow by and bye into a great tree, so that 
the birds of the air could lodge init. Has not 
that come to pass? Look what a power Chris- 
tianity has been in the world ever since. 
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Europe, where Christ was then quite unknown, 
is now an entirely Christian continent. There 
is not a town or village in it where the Church 
bell does not ring; where some, at any rate, 
do not kneel and pray to God; where two or 
three are not gathered together in the Name of 
Jesus Christ. Nineteen centuries have gone by ; 
and yet the Cross is traced on hundreds of baby 
foreheads Sunday by Sunday; and thousands 
of Christians kneel Sunday by Sunday to receive 
the Blessed Sacrament of the Body and Blood 
of Christ. 

And although the other continents are still to 
a great extent in darkness, still there is hardly a 
part of the world in which the Gospel has not 
been preached. 

What other family has ever kept so united 
through so many years? What Kingdom has 
ever stood so firmly and so long? And what 
is the secret of it all but the living Power of 
Christ the Head. 

I want you to notice too, the Power of Christ 
in individual lives. We admire courage and 
unselfishness and devotion in men and women, 
but do we realize what it is that made that deed 
or that life, that we admire so much, possible ? 

You know how you feel in the presence of 
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a man who has performed some unusually 
gallant action. Although he may have been 
your friend or comrade, you have a new feeling 
almost like reverence for him, such as you feel 
when you uncover your head to go into 
Church. 

You have heard the story of the wreck of the 
Birkenhead, one of the last survivors of which 
died only the other day. When all the women 
and children had been put into the boats, with 
just enough men to man them, but no room for 
more without risk, the troops were all drawn up 
on deck, as if on parade, even as the ship began 
to sink ; and the order was given to “ die like 
men.” And so they stood and went down, not 
a man attempting to break the ranks, to disobey 
the order, to save himself. 

It is said that when a celebrated Professor at 
Cambridge told this story in the course of a 
lecture, all the students present, to a man, rose 
and cheered. And I think that, though it is 
sometimes unconsciously, we are, by reverence 
and admiration for such actions, doing homage 
to the Great Leader and Captain of all brave 
men, without Whom, and the Power of His 
Resurrection, they could not have done such 
deeds. 
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It is not natural for men to do them ; their 
nature is quite different. 

But because Christ lived on earth a life of 
utter unselfishness; because He died on the 
Cross to save men from their sins ; because He 
lives again, and in the Power of His Resurrec- 
tion, raises men’s lives to a higher level, and sets 
their minds on a worthier goal—because of this, 
it is possible for men too to be unselfish, coura- 
geous, noble; to bear suffering without com- 
plaint, as I see so many do; to bear sorrow, 
and yet be full of hope; to bear unkindness 
and yet be patient; to think of others before 
themselves ; to sacrifice their worldly goods or 
health or happiness, or even their lives, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ and those others for whom 
He died. 

Only, if you want to share that power, you 
must keep in touch with it. Jesus Christ 
knew quite well how strong the world is to draw 
men out of touch with Him. He knew that 
sometimes pleasure, sometimes business, take 
away their thoughts from Him. Sorrow and 
anxiety and poverty ought to, and in many 
cases do, draw men nearer to Him. Yet some- 
times it is the other way, and you hear men say, 
“ve been too worried to think about such 
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things lately.”” The weight of care, the weak- 
ness of the body chain them down, and keep 
them away fromGod. Well, Jesus Christ fore- 
saw all this, because He was a real Man and 
knows a man’s temptations. So He appointed 
means that would be within everybody’s reach, 
which we could all use to keep in touch with 
Him; that needed no money, and very little 
book-learning, and no worldly position at all to 
be eligible for. And these means are Prayer 
and Bible Reading and Holy Communion. 

If you don’t pray, it is impossible to keep in 
touch with your Lord. Howcan you know, how 
can you keep in touch with a friend, if you 
never speak to him nor write to him? 

But if you go to Jesus Christ with all your 
troubles, all your difficulties, and temptations, 
and anxieties, and ask His constant help and 
guidance, the Power of His Risen Life will make 
itself felt in yours. 

When you read your Bible, think you are 
listening to His Voice, receiving His orders— 
and with the orders, the same Power to carry 
them out faithfully. We do not value our 
Bibles half as we ought to do, because we do not 
realize enough that God is there, speaking to 
us. This year England is celebrating the three 
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hundredth anniversary of the present transla- 
tion of the Bible into our own language. And 
when you read the old fashioned words and 
sentences, it ought to help you to feel how 
many men and women for all those years have 
been taught and helped and comforted by those 
wonderful words. Whatever books may be 
written in the world, none will ever come near 
to that Book ; for in it God is telling us Himself 
about His great love, and our eternal hope. 

And then I need hardly remind you that the 
closest touch of all with our Lord and Master 
is to be found in Holy Communion. It is the 
highest service of the Church, just because it 
brings us nearest of all to Him; and, in it, we 
share most of all the Power of His Resurrection. 

In it, as you know, we commemorate His 
Death. We think of the Body broken and the 
Blood shed for our salvation, and we ask God to 
receive us because of that great Sacrifice. 

But Holy Communion is far more than thisto ~ 
the true believer. In it weare joined to Christ 
in His Risen Life ; we become actually sharers of 
that Life. You, who are Communicants, need 
not for me to tell you, how verily and indeed 
there we feel and know the power of His 
Resurrection, 
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You have felt and known it yourselves in that 
quiet half hour when your hearts were closed to 
the world, and fixed upon your Lord and Master 
and His great Suffering and Love for yourself 
and all His chlidren ; when you laid down at His 
Feet the burden of your sins and sorrows and 
anxieties, and felt that nothing in this life really 
mattered, so long as He would keep you close to 
Him, and help you to be true to the end. 

I have seen dying men’s faces light up with the 
joy of that Communion ; I have seen it bring 
into the eyes of tired battle-worn soldiers, a 
calm triumph that no earthly victory could give. 
Troubled lives grow hopeful and happy through 
its influence; and why? Because it is a fore- 
taste of that country where we shall “ be with 
Christ, which is far better;”’ ‘‘ where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the weary are 
at rest.” 

And so you see, it is by using these means, so 
carefully thought out and planned for us by that 
great Love and Wisdom, that you may grow 
day by day in the knowledge of Jesus Christ 
and the Power of His Resurrection. 

It is by constant intercourse with friends 
that we get to know them. Every day you 
must pray ; and not only at your regular morn- 
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ing and evening prayers, but by lifting up your 
thoughts to God often during the day. 

Every day you must let Him speak to you by 
His Holy Word, the Bible. 

And you must go at least once, better still 
twice a month to Holy Communion and meet 
Him there. Thus you will be feeding that life, 
growing in that power which are not like earthly 
life and earthly power, only temporary and 
passing away. . 

You will be gaining something that will last, 
long after this world, and its changes and 
chances, are left behind. You will be making 
sure of the prize, compared with which all other 
prizes are as nothing—the knowledge of Jesus 
Christ, and eternal life with Him ; to which may 
He in His great mercy, bring you and all true 
soldiers at last. 
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